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‘ About 2.4 billion years ago, the
Earth’s atmosphere had very little
oxygen. Cyanobacteria began
photosynthesis, releasing oxygen
into the air. This oxygen helped
clean the Earth's air. With more
oxygen available, many different
life forms were able to live and
grow. This release of oxygen by
cyanobacteria is known as the
"Great Oxidation Event."
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Cyanoba&é‘ria livelinside water
oimudiThey are prokaryotlc

organisms§p i =
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Cyanobacterla use sunlight to make
- __,,,thelr own food. This process is
. called "photosynthesis."
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With more oxygen available, many,

different life forms were able
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1 c'rlbac—té'ria lisiknown

GM Kids Series K2.5.7



diaim
ﬁmmﬂmﬁ}@éﬂrﬂm{bmﬁ

baGterla

‘ -yanobacterla [-JHD help othen

TR s crics K 28



Cyanobacteria shareithelnutrients

- they make throuI \photosynthems
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. to nitrogen fixing bacteria.
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€yanobacteriajperformedmg.
photosynthesisito,produce oxygen:
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Evenitoday, cyanobacteria are
iImportant in both the ocean and
freshwater. environments.
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