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Dear colleagues,

For 15 years now, KompasGuide successfully publishes with passion and determina-
tion youth literature in Russian language.

For 15 years, KompasGuide's team and |, we are looking for the best texts, even
when it's not easy. These texts, offered to children, teenagers and their parents, speak
about life as it is. Indeed, since 2009, KompasGuide's editorial policy has been to talk
about reality and to always remain independent. The subjects we cover, although some-
times with difficulties, reach a large and loyal audience resonating with these themes.

For these reasons (and among others our authors’ talents), our books are rec-
ognised by the Russian and international professional community, and received nu-
merous prizes.

It is great pride as a publisher to see our books published abroad in France, Italy
and China but also in Lebanon, Thailand, South Korea or the UAE, among many others.

Strong after these 15 years and thousands of books published, | take advantage
of this message to thank you all for accompanying us in this beautiful adventure.

And this adventure of course continues! In 2024, three projects are particularly
close to our hearts:

- the first one, “Beast 44" written by Eugene Rudashevsky is a striking dysto-
pia and the only one Russian text selected for the 2023 White Ravens list in Munich;

- the second one, “Those Who Weren't There” written by Anna Zenkova was se-
lected for the White Ravens list in 2024;

- the third one, “The New Black Coat” by luminous Maria Boteva was selected for
IBBY Honour List — 2024.
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Writer, playwright and stage director Maria Boteva (born 1980) is well-
known among devotees of modern children’s literature in Russia and

abroad. Her books have been twice included in the White Ravens list

of distinguished and original children’s books of the International Youth

Library in Munich. Boteva excels in the genre of short story. Her writ-
ings, recommended for school reading, stand out for unusual plotlines

and diverse but always self-sufficient characters.

lllustrated by Sergey Gavrilov
KompasGuide, 128 p.

Everything about this book is unique: its characters, style and the chain

of plot-twisting events. The readers will find themselves on a capti-
vating journey through mists and storms in the open sea. Amidst the

darkness and splashing water there's a feeble, flickering light — a light-
house. But it needs to be repaired. Otherwise all the characters will be

lost in the tempest. There are a great many of them: ginger Edwin, little

Elsa, wolf Jackdaw Wader, father and son Kaporyaks, the ship Antonius

and Sweet N, as well as pirates, prisoners and strangers. And the fate

of all these creatures is strangely entwined with the lighthouse, sym-
bol of a common aim people try to reach by taking various and some-
times un — canny paths.

The text is divided into small chapters, each taking us to a new
place. Such “mounting” keeps the readers intrigued. Why did Edwin
start his sail? Can Elsa repair the damaged lighthouse on her own?
How to stop being allergic to pirates? Questions keep following one
another, and the ending gives almost all the answers. This “almost” is
the most charming element of the book: thanks to such evasiveness,
the readers will think about the characters again and again and imag-
ine follow-ups to their stories.

Maria Boteva's prose stands out for unpredictability of the plot-
line and subtle emotional undertones. Her style is truly inimitable: this
is a unique language every reader falls in love with at irst encounter.

6+

. fairytale, funny
TAGS: story, lighthouse,

seaq, animals

White Ravens (2018)

Rights sold to
India (Malayalam),
UAE (Arabic worldwide)

Continued on next page —
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lllustrated by Olga Prankevitch
KompasGuide, 216 p.

The new book by Maria Boteva presents a life of one class and of a school
archaeological club viewed by one character, Galya. She is a loner,
a keen observer standing a little bit aside. She loves the archaeological
club and would prefer not to go to school at all. Through her eyes, the
reader sees a strange new student Cathrine, a boy nicknamed Diesel,
the beloved history teacher who had almost left the school because
of a misunderstanding but was persuaded by children to stay. They all
turn out to be wonderful and interesting in their own way.

“Only a very bold person will dare to make a conclusion about all
the turtles looking only at one. Even at two! It is not so with a person.
So often we encounter in books or on the Internet reasonings about
all Humanity that are based on observations of one or several persons.”
What are the turtles doing here? According to Galya's theory, people are
like turtles: a turtle shell outside, but inside — a gentle vulnerable body.

As usually with Maria Boteva, this book is at the same time simple
and deeply philosophical. “A New Black Coat” is the title of one of the
short stories. The main idea of this collection about teenagers is the
necessity of empathy and caring for others. The black coat is a sort of
external defence against the rude world.

KompasGuide, 160 p.

Ice Cream in Wafer Cups by Maria Boteva is a collection consisting of
three poignant and unusually honest stories about teenagers’ lives.
The characters of the first story, “Ice Cream in Wafer Cups”, form an
unusual family, whose house is open for anyone who finds it difficult
to live in the big world. Children and adults can leave at any time —go
to the sea, the world’'s end or an unknown place... They will certainly
come back to the place where they are loved and welcomed.

Schoolmates from the second story, “School at the Match”, make
an important discovery: one can rescue others only after having learned
to understand one’s self. The ridiculous and touching girl, the narra-
tor of “Here's for the Holiday!”, knows how fragile the human soul can
be — and she loudly says: “Long live the heart!”

TAGS: adopted children, family, friendship, gifted

children, lifeguard school, love

Rights sold to
China White Ravens (2014)



TREASURES # .

Graduated economist and mother of three, Anna Zenkova (born 1984)
in three years of her active literary career has already won twice the
prestigious Krapivin International Prize. Anna carefully listens to what
teens say and observes the way they speak, that's why her prose, writ-
ten from a kid's perspective, strikes by its exceptional verisimilitude.
She doesn’t divide characters into good and bad ones: in her books,
there is always room for circumstances and personal choice.

lllustrated by Olga Prankevitch
KompasGuide, 208 p.

Tosya, or Taisiya Pavlovna as she calls herself, doesn’'t remember her
childhood well. Petrovich doesn’t remember his own life. Lesya wants
to run away from the past as far as possible. All three of them find them-
selves on anisland in the middle of the sea. Is it a social experiment or
just a trick of fate? Why are they so different yet so close?

The new story by Anna Zenkova, “Those who weren't there”, is
about childhood, parenthood and consequences of our actions that
we cannot undo, but have to live with. The voices of the characters —
children, teenagers, adults, elderly — sound very sincere and true. They
tell us stories of their pain, their hopes, their desires... Everybody has
past that hurts. But it's a personal decision —to run away from it or to
accept it in order to move on. What will they choose? Could they for-
give themselves? And will they find a home they all dream of?

Graduated economist and mother of three, Anna Zenkova (born
1984) in three years of her active literary career has already won twice
the prestigious Krapivin International Prize. Anna carefully listens to
what teens say and observes the way they speak, that's why her prose,
written from a kid's perspective, strikes by its exceptional verisimili-
tude. She doesn't divide characters into good and bad ones: in her
books, there is always room for circumstances and personal choice.

. growing-up, rest-home, orphans,
TAGS: first love, war

14+
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war, ruthlessness,
inhumanity, futility

White Ravens (2023)
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Eugeny Rudashevsky'’s biography (born 1987) is as exciting as his sto-
ries. He worked as a guide in the Siberian taiga, studied in the US, trav-
elled through most amazing places. This writer loves experimenting
and is not afraid to switch from one genre to another. He is the lau-
reate of prestigious literary awards in Russia and was included in the
White Ravens list (2017). Nature, ecology and preservation of cultures
and languages of indigenous small-numbered peoples are among his
main concerns.

[llustrated by Olga Prankevitch
KompasGuide, 160 p.

The war in the nameless country in the dystopian future has been go-
ing on for many years. It doesn’'t matter which side you're on — yellow
or blue —there is no hope for an end to the conflict, and people don't
expect it. One side advance, the other retreats, and then vice versa —
it's a never-ending story.

Tusk, Headlamp, Greyhead, Spirit, Brick, Ladle and the other mem-
bers of the funeral team do their work on the “Beast 44" — the front-
line crawler-type burner. Definitely it's not the most pleasant work
(and sometimes even disgusting), but it's necessary.

Characters seem to be torn out of reality, they don’t forget about
their past lives, but exist solely in their work, and changes in the world
around them won't affect it. But is it the only way to live? Is there
a chance for a world where you don't think of the dead as a harsh but
daily reality?

Eugeny Rudashevsky is the author of almost two dozen books
and the winner of many awards. The writer's books are distinguished
not only by fascinating plots and original characters, but also by deep
discussions about growing up, perception of the world and choice.

The book will appeal to fans of classic dystopias: the world is de-
scribed here with frightening, sometimes even repulsive, realism. The
war takes place somewhere in the background: on the “Beast” only
echoes of the ongoing battles are heard; but its consequences are the
usual routine that the characters are to deal with. The theme of the
book is the everydayness of the terrible and unacceptable, how humans
get used to the horrific and stop thinking about why it happens at all.
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Victoria Lederman (born 1970) can be called a modern classic of chil-
dren’s literature. Her novels are loved by readers and awarded by pro-
fessional juries. Light style and action-packed plot are the distinctive
features of her prose. A mixture of realism and sci-fi elements enables
the writer to bring to light the issues modern teenagers are dealing
with as well as the importance of human relations in today’s world. Her
stories are witty and optimistic. They show that no matter how diffi-
cult the problem is, there is always a solution.

KompasGuide, 256 p.

During the summer holidays, a group of teenagers goes for an excur-
sion to an archaeological camp. The main attraction there is an ancient
wall discovered only a month ago, in May. When nobody sees them,
two boys and a girl engrave the date of their visit on it. Later, back to
their hometown, they notice that they are going back in time, day by
day. Instead of going on to tomorrow, they go back to yesterday.

To start moving to the future again, the characters decide they
have to correct the mistakes they made in the past. When they see
that their attempts are vain, the three protagonists understand that
their only fault was to vandalise the ancient wall. They want to erase
their inscription, but each day they risk going too far back in time, when
the wall hadn't been excavated yet. They will have to play as a team —
otherwise they will become babies again and disappear completely.

The teenagers leave their hometown and go to the archaeolog-
ical site. But, as they are in the past, their inscription is not there yet.
Instead, they discover an enigmatic hieroglyph. To decipher it could
enable them to get back to their time, but they will have to seek help
to do it from an unexpected source.

This story of time-travelling filled with adventures focuses on sub-
jects that matter for all today’s teenagers: friendship, relationship with
parents and believing in one’s self. Written in a very light and enter-
taining style, The May(a) Calendar is a genuine page-turner that has
gained thousands of readers in Russia and abroad.

TAGS: time tra\{el, schqol Infe, growing up, friendship,
overcoming difficulties

Rights sold to

China, Georgia, Lithuania,
North Macedonia,
Romania, South Korea,
Turkey, Ukraine

School Program

Film rights:
Movie released (2022)

128 500

copies sold

Continued on next page —
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$2 million in box-office
receipts
0,5 million viewers
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KompasGuide, 240 pp.

On the first page, the 17-year-old student Alexandra declares that she
isin love. Guena from the same class is ideal in all aspects, except one:
he has a girlfriend. They are as close as if joined at the hip, and have
been dating for so long!

On the sixth page, Alexandra cuts off her long hair. To spite her
mother first, but mostly — to impress Guena. No, to IMPRESS. Alexandra
has a plan of winning Guena’s heart, and her haircut is just the begin-
ning. She revels in her new-found freedom after entering the university.
New acquaintances, studies, crushes, and parties — the book captures
all of these distinct events. Every day brings the discovery of herself and
others. Life is full of events that sometimes she can’t even believe in.

TAGS: first love, students, parties,

confidence
15 000
copies sold
Rights sold to Film rights:
Lithuania sold (shooting in progress)

Continued on next page —
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KompasGuide, 416 p.

Matthew is 14 years old. He is edgy and arrogant like many teens of
his age. He cares only about computer games and goes to school only
because “they make him do it". The world pays him back: his friends
eventually disappear and his mother is always arguing with him. After
a horrible morning the Internet went off, Matthew meets street bul-
lies and has to flee. This escape suddenly ends up in a parallel uni-
verse: Matthew hides in a concrete pipe somewhere at the end of the
city and dives out into a world where he never existed. In this parallel
probability of the events, Matthew's mum gave birth to a girl! And he
starts moving from one probability to another.

Only Benjamin, a boy from his school, an outcast who keeps get-
ting himself in trouble, believes in Matthew’s fantastic story.

Making f riends with Ben once seemed to Matthew the most im-
possible thing ever, but only this friendship can save him. To get back
to his reality, he will have to change his life and attitude to it as well.

Though action-packed, the novel touches upon several moral is-
sues: how not to hurt those whom you love, what the friends are for
and how to reconcile when the conflict seems insurmountable.

. . school novel, parallel universe, parent-child
Slights sold to TAGS: relationship, friendship, empathy, urban fantasy
raine
Krapivin International Prize Film rights:
69 500 (2018); Kniguru Prize (2018) sold
copies sold

KompasGuide, 128 p.

Classmates and best friends George and Nikita fall in love with Angelina,
a new girl in their class. They are ready for everything for their first love.
The latter happens to have a difficult character. She demands atten-
tion, intrigues, manipulates both friends and even puts at risk their life.
Typical in fiction for adults but unusual in children’s literature, the situ-
ation of a love triangle is lived through by the 11-year-old protagonists

as acutely as it would be at a more mature age. Will friendship stand

to love and who will conquer Angelina’s heart?

The book is written in a form of alternating monologues of the
main protagonists. It enables the reader to understand each charac-
ter from inside and follow the evolution of their thoughts and feelings.

Like a movie, it is eventful, non-moralising and calling for discussion.

10+ . school life, love triangle, first love, friendship,
—= TAGS .
empathy, family problems

Rights sold to 108 000

; ; ; Krapivin International Prize .
Lithuania, Romania !
shortlist (2016) copies sold

Continued on next page —
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funny stories, child

Victoria Lederman

Vasilkin...
To the Blackboard!

[llustrated by Olga Gromova

KompasGuide, 112 p.

9-year-old Dima has his fair share of adventures at and out of school.
He and his friend think up the funniest April Fool's prank, he decides
to learn to play the guitar before the New Year, or personally experi-
ences what the expression “a weight off one's shoulders” means. The
character writes everything down in a notebook and progressively re-
veals himself to the reader. The short episodes build into a novel pre-
senting light, entertaining but also instructive reading with likeable
and relatable protagonists from school life resembling so much the
readers themselves. That's what explains the phenomenon of popu-
larity of this book

school life, pupil-teacher relationship,
funny stories, child psychology

— 1 Rights sold to 135 000
gAﬂ China, Romania, — copies sold
Ukraine

Victoria Lederman

Our 4th “S” class

lllustrated by Polina Erofeeva / Olga Gromova

KompasGuide, 152 p.

Is 4 “S" class a super-class? On the one hand, yes: it is so designated
because it is scientific. Well, where else can you find one like this?! On
the other hand, the guys from 4 “S" are like all fourth-graders in the
world: smart and skilful, strong and sociable... Every young reader rec-
ognizes himself in one of the twenty-two students. After all, all chil-
dren dream of having an unusual birthday, winning a ski competition,
or getting an ice cream machine at school. This doesn’t always work
out for the heroes the way we would like — but it happens the same
way in life! And just like in life, in the stories there are experiments
like the day of truth, which no one knows how they will end, younger
brothers and sisters who are very annoying at times, and true friends
who are always there.

Two designs
available

Continued on next page —
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[llustrated by Olga Gromova
KompasGuide, 264 p.

Svetlik Tuchkin's school routine turns into a fantastic adventure. He
discovers that he can travel between the future and the past without
any time machine. How is that possible? There's a fairy and a huge
soap bubble and when Svetlik is inside the bubble, his dreams come
true — but not the way he expected. Svetlik's amazing story begins
when he is 7 years old. He is bored with handwriting, maths worksheets
and home reading. The kindergarten was way better — all you had to
do was playing and goofing around! The question is how to formulate
your wishes correctly. Otherwise, you risk turning out in the kinder-
garten with a mind of a 7-year-old or in a class with 10-year-olds with-
out necessary knowledge.

time travel, school, friendship,

== TAGS: sibling relationship

43000

copies sold

ROTrEl AL

lllustrated by Olga Gromova
KompasGuide, 280 p.

Imagine: there will be no winter holidays! There are going to be end-
less lessons — no walks, no games, no trips. This nightmare before New
Year's Eve happened because a magic dwarf had been stolen and car-
ried away from his Christmas tree. All the hopes lie on Svetlik Tuchkin.
In the book by Victoria Lederman even a 7-year-old can become a hero.
All you need is to get over your fears and have a sincere desire to help.
That is a superpower able to save all the schoolchildren of the Earth.
To add a pinch of magic in the course of school life is a recipe for suc-
cess of both books of the series.

school, holidays, vacations, magic,

== TAGS: friendship, winter

41000

copies sold

Continued on next page —



Victoria Lederman
Extraordinary Girl

[llustrated by Polina Erofeeva

KompasGuide, 152 p.

Sofiyka will soon turn six years old. She lives in an ordinary house, with
an ordinary family, and goes to an ordinary kindergarten. But why does
everyone call her extraordinary? And why do things that seem so sim-
ple take on a new meaning in the eyes of this cheerful and quick-wit-
ted girl?

Every child will be able to recognize himself in the stories about
Sofiyka — in how she protects her dad from a strict boss, or in how she
lets a canary fly to the Canary Islands, but the main thing isin how she
loves her family and how they love her.

Victoria Lederman is well known for children’s and fantasy stories,
full of adventures and kids’ worldview. Her book “Calendar may(a)” has
been translated into six languages and adapted to a film. “Extraordinary
Girl” is a great read for younger students and their parents as it teach-
es that even the most ordinary things can become amazing, it's just
a matter of perspective.

g- childhood, family
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Writer and musician Nina Dashevskaya (born 1979) has won all Russian
literary contests worth mentioning, has been included in White
Ravens (2017) and IBBY (2020) lists and is a regular nominee for Astrid
Lindgren Prize. Her books are translated into foreign languages. Nina
Dashevskaya is also one of the most adapted for the stage children’s
writers in Russia. Her prose is acclaimed for its musical sense and
psychological accuracy — the way she gives voice to her characters’
thoughts is literally flawless.

[llustrated by Eugenia Dvoskina
KompasGuide, 112 p.

Sebbie is 10 years old, but he never had a bicycle. One day, he comes
across an advertisement selling a bike in a newspaper. When he comes
to the seller, it happens to be a girl named Augustina, tall and shy,
dressed like a boy but loving cooking and very nice. She lives alone in
a house with a garden while her parents travel to other cities because
they are actors and there is no theatre in their own town. Sebbie turns
out to be the only visitor to be able to hear Augustina’s bicycle speak,
which means he can become its new owner. It speaks indeed! And its
name is Willy.

With his talking bike, Sebbie circles around the neighbourhood
and rides on it to school. Willy takes Seb to unusual places like the
City of the lost things. It helps the boy to overcome his shyness and to
make friends. Thanks to a school bicycle competition, he makes closer
acquaintance with two of his classmates, the tall and smart Mark and
a boy nicknamed Mosquito. They discover that each of them has a tal-
ent and is special in his own way, but their friendship will be tempt-
ed several times.

One day, Sebbie stops hearing Willy, his mother doesn’t believe
in his new friends and he starts believing himself that he had invent-
ed everything. But friends don't leave him for too long in his low mo-
ments. The most precious for the boy is the support of his father, who,
being an adult, has remained a dreamer. And Augustina won’t have
to go away with her parents, because a theatre is going to be built in
their town.

The heartwarming story about a boy and a bicycle ran into 5 edi-
tions.

Krapivin International Prize TAGS: bicycle, miracle, school, friendship, parent-child

(2014) relationship
.
28 000 .':.'. NINA DASEVSKAJA
copies sold [ lﬂ P'C'CLETTA
Ei COONi 7
Rights sold to Ab o

Azerbaijan, China, Germany,
Italy, Ukraine
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adventure novel,
parent-child
relationship,
maturing, lost
world, gold hunting,
Siberia
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Eugeny Rudashevsky'’s biography (born 1987) is as exciting as his sto-
ries. He worked as a guide in the Siberian taiga, studied in the US, trav-
elled through most amazing places. This writer loves experimenting
and is not afraid to switch from one genre to another. He is the lau-
reate of prestigious literary awards in Russia and was included in the
White Ravens list (2017, 2023). Nature, ecology and preservation of
cultures and languages of indigenous small-numbered peoples are
among his main concerns.

[llustrated by Greta Berlin
KompasGuide, 368 p.

Artem is 14 years old. His grandfather, famous scientist and geologist
Korchagin, went missing a year ago during an expedition to the moun-
tains. One day, Artem’s mother receives a message from the past: her
father’s letter with a return address. This address indicates the last
place Korchagin stayed in. Artem gets into a detective story: the house
isin a mess; someone was definitely looking for something! He starts
his own investigation and finds a secret room with notes, drawings,
maps, gold nuggets and a mysterious jade figurine. The notes men-
tion the gold of Demin, a legendary prison camp fugitive, and caves
full of treasures.

Artem's parents organize an expedition to the Sayan Mountains in
Siberia, expecting to find the grandfather. Artem’s father invites sev-
eral scientists to accompany them and, once in place, hires several
guides: Fedor Kuzmitch, his sons and a Mongolian named Jambyl with
his daughter Solongo. During the journey in the mountains, it turns
out that the intentions of not all members of the expedition are noble.
Greediness destroys relations and engenders betrayal.

The Secret of the Lost Expedition is probably the most action
packed novel by Eugeny Rudashevsky. The main protagonist, who is
of the age of the readers, gets into an extreme adventure, finds him-
self on the verge of death, falls in love, discovers inexplicable myster-
ies and loses someone he cares about. He does not become happier
but gets more mature as the real world reveals to him. The impecca-
ble writing style helps the readers not to get lost among a dozen col-
orful characters and to enjoy the flow of the story. Precise details en-
able the author to convey the unique atmosphere of the mountains of
Siberia that he had himself visited and explored many times.

Rights sold to
UAE (Arabic worldwide)

17 000

copies sold

Film rights:

sold
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KompasGuide, 176 p.

14-year-old Dima was raised by his mother and is looking to find his
place in the men's world. One day, he joins his uncle and his friends
on their trip to taiga. Uncle Nikolay reads traces on the snow like
J.F. Cooper’s characters. Artemych masterfully cracks jokes and keeps
up a mundane urban conversation, but the taiga feels like home to
him. Vitya has a tragic past, a remedy to which he seeks in hunting. At
first, Dima seeks the approval of these strong men, desires to resem-
ble them and to prove he is not a child anymore. But when they ask
him to go hunting, he realises being unable to kill animals. The char-
acter stands up for his opinion to the grown-ups, — and it is then that
he really becomes an adult. He understands that one can grow with-
out harming anyone and anything and represents a new generation
for which adulthood is no more a synonym of physical strength and
dominance.

The Raven is a novel about maturing and a manifesto against
hunting. It was included in the list of the White Ravens Festival of the
International Youth Library in Munich and awarded “Commander’s
Choice” at the Krapivin International Prize.

White Ravens (2017)

Kniguru Prize
(2017)

Krapivin International Prize
(2017)

Andersen Award (Italy)
(2022)

Rights sold to
Italy, UAE (Arabic worldwide),
Iran
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For more than forty years, Olga Gromova (born 1956) had worked as a li-
brarian and the editor-in-chief of “School Library” magazine. One day,
her friend Stella Nudolskaya told her the story of her life that deserved

to be written down. Olga Gromova's major role in modern Russian

teen fiction is to speak out loud, through History, of eternal moral is-
sues echoing the questions that concern today’s teenagers. Her vivid

and convincing writing style makes the characters live and the read-
ers empathise with them.

In modern Russian children’s literature few books become a sensa-
tion. Not every year is it possible to find a story read and discussed by
almost everyone. First published in 2014, Olga Gromova’s Sugar Child
immediately became a bestseller and has since been reissued ten times.

ﬂﬁ"“ TROORS KompasGuide, 160 p.

{:ﬂ]{ﬂp}lh[ﬁ Edition for adults
pEﬁ‘EHﬂH The story begins in the 1930s. 5-year-old Elya lives a happy life in Moscow
T with her parents. One night, strangers come into their apartment and

take her father away. Elya and her mother are sent from Moscow to
Kyrgyzstan as close relatives of an “enemy of the people”. There, with
other women and children, they are forced to build a camp for future
detainees, in the most inhuman conditions. When the construction
is over, they are liberated but have no permission to leave Kyrgyzstan.
Starting a new life with no means in a foreign place is hard, looking back
on happy days in Moscow is painful and meeting unknown, strange
people is scary. An acquaintance from old days helps Elya's mother
to get a job and finds them a small chamber. In 1941, when the war
breakes between the Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union, life brings
new difficulties to mother and daughter who try but fail to fit in the
soviet society. Elya, who is now eleven, joins the youth commmunist or-
ganisation but is excluded for a far-fetched purpose, that makes her
doubt of the equity of the soviet system. In 1946, thanks to a falsified
paper, Elya and her mother are allowed to come back to Moscow and
are then rehabilitated. Many years later, Elya will learn that her father
died in a camp in Magadan, in the Russian Far East, in 1940.

Edition for adults Despite its tough topic, the novel is bright and optimistic. It is
a story of a strong girl and a strong mother, about overcoming diffi-
culties and growing up.

The book is based on the life story of Stella Nudolskaya and her
family. The story is narrated by the little protagonist herself. In the af-
terword, the author reveals the way she had transformed memories
into a novel and some hidden meanings in her text. Eight years after
it was first published, the novel is viewed as a true modern classic and
still attracts attention of readers and scholars in Russia and abroad.

There is also an edition for adults, containing authentic photo-
graphs and letters, a preface by Ludmila Ulitskaya and developed
comments placing Stella’s/Elya’s story in historical and literary context.

TAGS: historical fiction, true story, survival, Soviet eraq,
: camp, World War Il, growing up, ethnicities

Edition for teens

Continued on next page —
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Tolstoy Prize “Yasnaya
Polyana” shortlist (2015)

“The mother, who never gives up on her attempts to

82 900 teach daughter to think for herself —and keep quiet
copies sold about it —rises above the story like the sun”.
Le Monde

White Ravens (2015)

Film rights:
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Ekaterina Maksimova (born 1982) received a linguistics education,
worked for the GEO magazine and the K. Timiryazev Biological Museum,
and is now an employee of the Museum of Earth Sciences of Moscow
State University and teaches German. Ekaterina loves to learn new
things. She photographs birds and shoots documentary projects, goes
hiking and draws sketches. She once ran a marathon, but could not
master the tap dance. She jumped with a parachute, but suffers from
aerophobia. And it seems that the list of this author's achievements
does not end there.

illustrated by Anastasia Yustus
KompasGuide, 80 p.

02[\, Kolya studies at the first grade and has a dream — to become a cap-
NE\N 2 craTapv Masewsoba tain and go sailing. He also wants to become brave and strong — like
; those boys in the old films he watches with his mum. Kolya has a feel-
K ‘_-]l I"l .-'L'l' o H*E_“ ing they were like that because of the red scarves they all wore. Kolya
C I|." LA

even wrote a letter to Santa. He did it very early — in January! And

- I‘IIIL asked to bring him a red scarf the next New Year. But it is sooo long

-?:ﬁl 11"1'-, 1'1' |'|I to wait for December. Meanwhile Kolya is preparing to sail a very odd

‘>|| ."‘1"'- "C?-* boat... He is also longing for the summer because they are all going

camping. But there are going to be so many things before the sum-

mer! Flowers for Dunno, a white tiger at the museum, and finally —

a misfortuned wasp... It was actually the wasp which made Kolya re-

alize that he needed to deserve the camping trip, and that was not an

easy task. But once you have overcome yourself, you won't need the
red scarf anymore: this is not what makes you strong.

This story is the first book written by Ekaterina Maximova. Her
characters will seem familiar to young readers: they are so much like
themselves — or like their parents. A well-known artist — Anastasia
Yustus has accurately captured the characters’ nature and her illustra-
tions are going to make the story — which is equally great for first unas-
sisted reading and reading together with grownups — even more fun.

TAGS: first year at school,
adventures
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Natalia Klucharyova has a degree in Philology. She used to work as
a journalist and translator. Her first book was published in 2005. Her
works made it to short lists of literary prizes, such as Debut, Natbest,
Cherished Dream and Yasnaya Polyana. Natalia likes coffee with bak-
lava, travelling on the upper shelf of trains and making up new plots,
and she also likes the time when coltsfoots break into bloom.

illustrated by Alexandra Arustamova
KompasGuide, 96 p.

Every child dreams of having a pet. But if your mum is allergic to ani-
mals, there is no hope.

However, life can be full of surprises. One day an absolutely ordi-
nary family of mother, father, and two daughters opened their door —
and in slid a very little black kitten... Thus began an unusual love sto-
ry complete with tears, sneezes, flights of hope and falls into despair,
fighting, and even the police visits.

Has the kitten stayed with its foster family? Have the two sisters
managed to “divide” the cat? All the answers are in the book you are
welcome to read!

TAGS: having a pet, cat, sisters,
parents, allergy
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Alexandra Khvorost has been short-listed for the Russian Detective
prize, long-listed for the V. Krapivin and P. Bazhov prizes, winner of the
Nosov prize and author of more than thirty books.

illustrated by Andrea Kokanovich
KompasGuide, 80 p.

Snowman Puffy and mouse Zippy were busy with the final New Year
preparations. All the letters from children had been read, all the pres-
ents had been shoved into the big red sack, the only thing left was
a surprise for Santa Claus himself.

The friends were so carried away that they didn't notice the disap-
pearance of the main New Year tree from the forest. Well, everybody
knows that the New Year is not going to come without that tree! So,
equipped with a detective briefcase, the characters set out in search
of the thief. Anyone can be that wrongdoer: the polar bear, the bad-
ger, or even the magic Santa Claus himself! All the inhabitants of the
forest fall under suspicion.

Detective Puffy and his deputy Zippy are on the trail!

The book is illustrated by graduate of the Modern Art Institute,
winner of numerous art contests — Andrea Kokanovich.

_ £ TAGs: detectivestory, first reading,
Christmas
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Darya Gerasimova is an illustrator, poetess, art historian, and author
of popular children’s books. She graduated from the Printing Institute
as anillustrator. She is a PhD candidate and art historian. She hasiillus-
trated more than 50 books, worked on six animated films. She is a lau-
reate of prestigious awards in literature and graphics.

illustrated by Maria Oranovskaya
KompasGuide, 168 p.

Have you ever tried to send a real live bat by mail? You have not? And
have you ever got a parcel with reviving powder in it delivered? Or
maybe you have met gigantic transparent owls in the park? No? That
means all this is still ahead of you! If we quote one of the characters of
this fairy tale, “in this country there is no strict division into magic and
non-magic worlds”. And even in our ordinary life there still exist plac-
es which are only open to those who have a permission and a special
need to go there.

This is how 12-year old Nikita finds himself in an extraordinary
post office where he gets a job of a courier flying a metal Swan-Goose.
This is how he becomes friends with a girl named Yanika and a boy —
Marat. Along the way he learns how to use water of death and water
of life, and meets a whole pack of huts on hen'’s legs... He can't believe
this is all happening to him: he thought it was just an ordinary post
office job! And there is just a week before the New Year. Having read
this story you will definitely wait for its sequel.

Daria Gerasimova is a well-known children’s author and poet, win-
ner of literary prizes, but she is also a renowned artist with her own
style. This “urban fairy tale” was written by her and illustrated by her
daughter — artist Maria Oranovskaya. The illustrations are as extraor-
dinary as the story intself.

—— TAGS: magic, post,

adventures
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Eugenia Bassova, Eugenia
Chernyshova, Nina Dashevskaya,
Svetlana Frolova, Olga Gromova,
Dmitry Ischenko, Anastasia Maleyko,
Eva Nemesh, Daria Polukarova,
Alina Pozharskaya, Dmitry Sirotin,
Alisa Streltsova, Natalia Volkova:

The holiday is bound to come.
Thirteen New Year stories
illustrated by Eugenia Dvoskina

KompasGuide, 304 p.

Number 13 is believed to bring bad luck. However, our stories prove
that when you are in love it is not superstitions that matter, but peo-
ple. The characters of this collection are ordinary girls and boys from
nine to twelve years, as well as their mums, dads, grandmas and grand-
pas. On the threshold of the New Year they all become — to a certain
point — magicians. One boy wishes a kind boss for his mum; a grandma
is telling her grandchildren how she got the best present from Father
Frost when she was little — her health; and a girl who got to hospital
at New Year all of a sudden becomes the main character of a fairytale.

The KompasGid authors, already familiar to the reader, know for
sure: our wishes may come true in ways we could never predict. And,
despite difficulties and obstacles, the New Year holiday is bound to
come. The more so if we are full of hopes and good wishes.

The New Year atmosphere on the pages of this collection is en-
hanced with the wonderful illustrations by Eugenia Dvoskina.

miracles, short stories, kind stories,
heartwarming, festive mood



sports, team, self-
made people,
urbanization

NEW RELEASES ¥,

Dmitry Ischenko lives in Murmansk, in far North of Russia, he used
to work as a journalist, a scriptwriter and a documentary filmmak-
er. Dmitry's interest for the North has once even brought him to the
Polar archipelago Spitsbergen — a place not many people have been
to. His novel “Teriberka” was short-listed for the Belkin literary prize
and “In Search of The Boys' God” won the Krapivin prize in the cate-
gory Children Jury’s Choice.

[llustrated by Olga Nekhodova
KompasGuide, 248 p.

A long-anticipated new book by the author of “In Search of The Boys’
God" — and this time again it's about the North.

Petya is twelve years old, and six months ago he had no idea that
there was such a sport — Russian hockey (bandy). When he and his
classmates try to make up a team in their lonely village on the shore
of the cold ocean, difficulties are right on cue: the place is not good
enough, the boys cannot skate, they have no uniform... The champi-
onship is quickly approaching, and none of the team is ready for it. But
Petya and his friends believe that everything is possible if you pur-
sue your goal. To make things even more complicated, the boys find
a mysterious diary from the nineteenth century. They have no idea
who made these notes and how the diary ended up in this faraway
part of the world, but the notes seem to be answering the boys’' ques-
tions and besides the diary is telling stories about travelling and about
their homeland. But will it help the team to win?



NEW RELEASES ¥

Dmitry Sirotin used to work in a puppet-theatre, created scripts for fes-
tive events and taught in school drama groups. Later on he devoted

himself to writing. Dmitry's short stories and novels were more than

once short-listed for the Kniguru literary contest, the Krapivin prize

and the Chukovsky contest.

illustrated by Alina Fedina
KompasGuide, 208 p.

Kostya has a perfect pitch. He is in ninth grade, he plays balalaika in
The Strings of the North Orchestra and is planning to get into music
college. Besides, Kostya is a rare case of nervousness and sensitivity.
His mother says that. These traits, strange as it may seem, help the
teenager live in a town which is slowly “dying”. But on the other hand
they get in the way. The Strings of the North are going to play in the
capital of the region. Kostya witnesses an atrocious thing done by two
boys from his orchestra. He is so dumbstruck by all the emotions he
has experienced that he falls seriously ill.

What should be now treated — his body or his soul? Is Snezhana —
the girl from the orchestra he is in love with — going to help him? Or
is his Piero — the puppet his dad once gave him — going to help him
with advice? What or who is going to save Kostya from his illness? And
is there any cure at all?..

Dmitry Sirotin tells a moving story about teenagers, first love,
search for oneself, and a town full of history and legends kept by its
inhabitants. It couldn't happen otherwise: the author writes about his
hometown Vorkuta — this is where he was born and started his cre-
ative career.

Artist Alina Fedina working on this book has made an exquisitely
fine and tender rendering of the fragile main character.

Al IIl'r. 1L -.r CHLLLH

music, first love, illness, bulling, father’s

alcoholism, emigration
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Writer, philologist and literary critic Elena Boroda (born 1976) has
a PhD in Literature and currently teaches at the universities. Her sci-
entific interests lie in children’s and sci-fi books. She is the author of
teen fiction, scientific articles and critical reviews. She twice obtained
the Krapivin International Prize (2011, 2020) and was shortlisted for the
Kniguru Prize (2016). Her books, written in a modern, lively language,
attract teenagers as well as adults.

KompasGuide, 184 p.

Sandra for “The Band"”, Sasha for mum, Alexandra at college. She is al-
most seventeen, and on the surface her life may seem great: she dyes
her hair green like a mermaid’s, she plays in a punk-group and she has
a boyfriend. But Sandra has lots of problems and worries: mum doesn’t
approve of her communication with her sister, she is on the verge of
being expelled from college, and her boyfriend is becoming more
and more secretive. The only people who accept Sandra are the Band,
the group she plays in. Soon there's going to be a music contest, and
to win it might mean a whole new life for the girl and the group. Will
she have enough courage to use the opportunity, if one little white lie
leads to disastrous consequences?

music, dreams, lie, college life,
love, sisters, day-to-day job

13+
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Eugeny Rudashevsky:

adventure-seeker, nature lover,
wordsmith

Eugeny Rudashevsky'’s biography (born 1987) is as exciting as his sto-
ries. He worked as a guide in the Siberian taiga, studied in the US, trav-
elled through most amazing places. This writer loves experimenting
and is not afraid to switch from one genre to another. He is the lau-
reate of prestigious literary awards in Russia and was included in the
White Ravens list (2017). Nature, ecology and preservation of cultures
and languages of indigenous small-numbered peoples are among his
main concerns.

Postal Unit Ratshoff

- Book 1 Deadman’s Maze
- Book 2 Smuggler’s Shelter

lllustrated by Olga Nekhodova
KompasGuide, 376, 392 p.

Olya Goncharova studies in the ninth grade in Kaliningrad, helps her
parents in their local postcard shop, and is deeply involved in post-
crossing. The international postcards exchange seems an innocent ac-
tivity but things change overnight when an antique card is accidental-
ly dropped in the Goncharovs’' mailbox — a week before the autumn
school holidays. Olya makes a suggestion to her friends — Nastya,
Gummer and Gleb: what if they create their own detective division in
order to solve the mystery of the unknown sender? The investigation
which started almost as a joke quickly becomes serious and takes
them on a dangerous adventure.

In the second part of this thrilling dilogy the nine-grade pupils
Olya, Nastya, Gummer and Gleb continue their treasure quest. During
the summer holidays they set off to Bulgaria — the place where the
hints from the mysterious postcard take them. In one of the moun-
tain caves there might be hidden the chests of gold, belonging to the
eccentric Kaliningrad rich man.

Eugeny Rudashevsky has written almost twenty books and won
a lot of literary prizes. His novel “Idol” from the cycle “Izida Archive” was
named the Book of the year in 2022, and his books for teenagers have
been recognized by the Krapivin and Kniguru prizes, and are listed in
the catalogue of the most outstanding children’s books of the world

“White Ravens”, made by The International Youth Library (Internationale
Jugendbibliothek) in Munich, and are translated into foreign languages.

adventures, post-crossing, quest,
brain-teaser, friends

72, Film rights:
97/ sold
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Elena Boroda:

short stories growing big

Inktober. Month of Changes
lllustrated by VIadimir Rudoi
KompasGuide, 160 p.

Varya is a ninth-grader studying in an advanced math class, but she dreams of
becoming an artist. But first it's necessary to prove to strict parents that she’s
capable of this.

Gosha is an expelled student hiding in a grandmother’s old apartment from
the whole world: the cousin he had a fight with; the parents worrying about his
well-being; the classmate, who got him into a dubious business that ended up
in debt; but most importantly from himself.

It would seem they have nothing in common, connected only by windows
facing each other and inktober. It's a challenge for artists, where the main task
is to draw associations to the proposed list of words every day of October. Will
Varya be able to stand up for herself and go through the whole challenge to
the end? Will Gosha survive a month in voluntary imprisonment by himself?
And will any of them start November with a clean slate?

friendship, chosing profession,
drawing, mistakes

ZOOM. Lockdown Story

lllustrated by Nastya Khilkevich
KompasGuide, 208 p.

Elen wants to become a star. Yaroslav yearns to go to Saint Petersburg. Igor
wishes the relations in his family could improve. Jane and Ira hope to success-
fully pass the exams and choose their profession on their own. Ivan intends to
save the planet from disaster. Each of these 17-year-olds dreams of changing
the world around them and of finding their place in it. One day the world chang-
es. But not the way they wanted.

When the last school year has almost ended, the pandemic breaks out.
A class switches to remote learning. The students are locked within their apart-
ments with no distractions. They talk to their classmates in a chat or see them
on a screen during Zoom sessions.

At a crucial moment in their lives, remote learning will allow young girls
and boys to see their classmates but also their relatives from an unexpected
side and even to discover family secrets. The lockdown will reveal things that
previously went unnoticed.

pandemic, lockdown, friendship, love, family, school,
coming of age
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Eva Nemesh

a journey to teen-agers

Eva Nemesh was born and lives in Novorossiysk. She graduated from
art school, maritime academy and linguistic university. She teaches for-
eign languages in her studio. Eva published several books on children’s
creativity, then began writing teenage stories. And then great success
awaited her! Nemesh became a finalist in the New Children’s Book
competition and a three-time winner of the Kniguru literature award.

White Dove,
Black Elephant

[llustrated by Artiom Sumenkov
KompasGuide, 192 p.

Every captain must record all the important events during the voyage.
For this reason, dad gives thirteen-year-old Lyolya a logbook. But what
important may happen in just a hundred days? Well, if you are a teen-
ager — every kind of thing. For example, you can lose an old friend and
find a new one, change many places: from a tiny village by the sea to
a large cruise ship, then to the town north of the Arctic Circle and to
cloudy St. Petersburg; climb a volcano, see the northern lights, wander
around the labyrinth of the Minotaur and so on and on and on... But,
more importantly, you can learn some new things about your family,
understand yourself and grow up.

“White dove, Black elephant” is a whole journey, and not only
across the seas, but also across the soul of the protagonist. Lyolya be-
comes a teenager, who, having problems with friends and parents, is
searching for happiness, which is hard to find when you feel so alone
in a big crazy world.

friendship, growing- | ) Bookof the Year
up, travelling, diary Prize (2023)

Smells like Dog

KompasGuide, 160 p.

What have the residents of the cottage village seen — a leopard or
a UFO? What happens to the puppies from the pet market? Why does
a photographer need a pink cat? Will an owlet bring good luck to a fam-
ily café? These are just a few of the interesting questions, and the an-
swers can be found in this collection of stories. Their characters find
themselves in different situations — absurd, fantastic, or just ordinary.

All the stories in the collections remarkably accurately convey the
intonations of 13-14-years-olds who worry about “our smaller brothers”,
live through conflicts, and look for their place in this world.

Most of the characters in this collection were found in real life.

N
pets, short stories, \ & g%'?;r“ Award
absurd, volunteers ( )




Anastasia Maleyko:

theatre vibes

Six Thousand Thoughts

of Lina Koval
KompasGuide, 176 p.

This book contains two stories about Lina Koval. In the first, she's fifteen years
old; in the second — two years older.

Lina can't get used to the fact that her mother is dating an artist now. But
then a real miracle happens to her — she finds her first job, and not just any job,
but a hundred-year-old marble staircase in the opera house! Here she makes
a new friend, and together they investigate the mysterious case of the opera
singer’s dress disappearance.

You won't get bored with Lina. She sets up a clothing museum in her clos-
et, writes a poem overnight, unexpectedly falls asleep after work during a ge-
ography lesson, worries about her neighbor and best friend Kira, and she sim-
ply has too many thoughts to count!

imagination, theatre, love, jealousy,
first job, friendship

Lithuania, Ukraine

_ﬂ Rights sold to

Tatyana Mart:

creativity in life

Poetess
KompasGuide, 128 p.

Ninth-grader Dasha is similar to all her peers, but on the other hand, she's still
different from them. Like many of her classmates, she hates chemistry. But she
always enjoys literature lessons. She participates in the National Olympiad on
this discipline and makes new friends from different cities there. At the same
time, she deals with her parents’ separation and the loss of a close one, waits
for her first love but doesn't notice it's already here.

Dasha also writes poetry. And through the prism of it she observes every-
thing that happens around. Although sometimes the world isn’t poetic at all...
The 15-year-old character thinks about her poems: when can a person be called
a poet? She hasn't yet found a word for herself. Is she already a poet? Or not
yet? And if not, when who is she? What are her poems worth? The girl receives
the most unexpected clue imaginable.

growing-up, love,
family, poems



TEENS AND YOUNG ADULTS & 34

Writer and musician Nina Dashevskaya (born 1979) has won all Russian
literary contests worth mentioning, has been included in White
Ravens (2017) and IBBY (2020) lists and is a regular nominee for Astrid
Lindgren Prize. Her books are translated into foreign languages. Nina
Dashevskaya is also one of the most adapted for stage children's writ-
ersin Russia. Her prose is acclaimed for its musical sense and psycho-
logical accuracy — the way she gives voice to her characters’ thoughts
is literally flawless.

KompasGuide, 432 p.

In its new collection “Selected Stories” KompasGuide includes its most
noteworthy texts issued since the foundation of the publishing house.
The book by Nina Dashevskaya opens this series. It contains the best
and several new short stories by the award-winning writer. They have in
common a particular atmosphere of kindness and warmth and a pow-
er to reveal how amazing people around us are and how miracles can
fill everyday life of children but also adults.

The book contains three sections about different teenagers. One
shows teenagers related to music. Another reminds of the importance
of knowing how to be the second and do not strive to be the first every-
where. The last section is about the ability to correctly under — stand
what is happening and find a key to each person.

The plot of each story is unique and leaves a mark on the read-
er. The characters feel like our neighbours, friends or ourselves. Their
thoughts are as scattered and feelings as controversial as ours, and
making decisions is just as troublesome to them as it is to us. The ques-
tions children and teenagers worry about are always in the centre of
the stories: lack of self-confidence, difficult relationships with other
children and with adults, looking for friends. The stories highlight the
value of every person and the importance of diversity, open-minded-
ness, friendship and love.

4 TAGs: teenagers, growing up, music, art, school life,
psychological prose

Kniguru Prize (first eponyme
section “About Music”, 2014)

Rights sold to
Lithuania (first eponyme
section “About Music”)

Film rights:
short motion pictures
released




Alina Pozharskaya:

long way to get the answers

The Road Goes Round

KompasGuide, 192 p.

The road goes round and round. Around adults and teens.

Fourteen-year-old Vika wants to find her biological parents in order to un-
derstand where her gift — reading the people’'s past — comes from. Adults, ge-
ography teacher Tam and English tutor Asya, help her, but first treats the feel-
ings too rationally, and the second approaches everything too carelessly.

Tam has forgotten how to love — Marina has forgotten how to trust. Asya al-
ways runs away — Fedya's tired of waiting for her. But how could love not bring
people pain? And is the truth liberating, or does it only cause more problems?

Alina Pozharskaya is a writer, translator and poet. Her debut book is ded-
icated to the volunteer movement the author belongs to, helping homeless
animals. Her new story explores how differently we all look at the world and
how people interfere with their own happiness. But sometimes you have to go
a long way to get the answers to your questions, even if in the end it leads you
back to the beginning.

family, mysteries,
gift, past

Tatyana lldimirova:

subtle moments of happiness

Over the Horizon
KompasGuide, 240 p.

What would you do when your whole life changes overnight, and nothing would
be the same as before, no one would help? And the decision of how to move
on is only yours?

The book “Over the horizon” by Tatyana lldimirova consists of two grip-
ping novels.

Sixteen-year-old schoolgirl Dasha from the novel “140 bpm” dreamed of
going to college and Brazilian vacations, but now she’s a teenage mom. Just
two lines on a test turned her life upside down. Being a disappointment for the
parents is hard, but it's even harder to disappoint yourself. How to cope with
the responsibility that has fallen on you and not forget who you are?

The life of fifteen-year-old Asya from the novel “Over the Horizon" is divid-
ed into “before” and “after”, when a terrible fire broke out in the shopping mall.
The incident cut short lives of many people, including those close to Asya. But
why did this even happen? Who has the right to grieve? And how to go on liv-
ing when it's impossible to forget?

The two novels are independent, but invisibly connected stories, with both
Q L protagonists facing unchildish difficulties. Tatyana lldimirova tells about yes-

'Q' Best cover Award terday’s children, who meet challenges along the way.

(2023)
teenage mom, growng-up,
losing friends




Nikolay Sholokhov:

subculture from inside

Jump. Run. Freeze
KompasGuide, 216 p.

When Dima was four, he got in a car accident. His mum was badly injured. He
called the emergency but was so shocked that he was unable to utter a word.
He couldn’t explain where they were, and the emergency car came too late to
save his mum. Since then, he lost his speech and has been blaming himself for
his mother's death. At the teen age, he gets interested in breakdancing. It saves
him from psychological injuries: the day he meets b-boys, he realises what he
really needs — the spirit of freedom the breakers enjoy in their everyday life.
Unique in its style and rhythm, the novel shows the transformation of Dima
from a shy Saint Petersburg teenager to the person who knows what he wants.

Jump. Run. Freeze explores the complex breakdancing subculture through
Dima's attitude towards dancing and towards himself. This is at the same time
a success story, an industrial novel, a psychological coming-of-age drama,
a sharp, brave work of fiction with references to the world'’s classics, from Albert
Camus’ The Stranger to Nick Hornby's A Long Way Down.

Long-listed by Bookscriptor and Russkoye Slovo awards, the novel won
the “Young Adult” nomination of Teenager N contest held by KompasGuide
Publishing House.

language disorder, overcoming difficulties,
breakdancing, subculture, rap, coming of age, injury,
friendship, Saint Petersburg

Svetlana Ponomareva, Nina Kineva:

in depth of teenage feeleings
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| Won't Tell Anyone

KompasGuide, 168 p.

Katya is an A-grade first-year student, a good girl who never gets into trouble.
But she cannot forget her first love, Andrei, although she hasn’t seen him for two
years. He, the kindest and most popular guy in school, didn't know about her
existence then —for him she was just a little one, who isn’t worth remembering.

When they accidentally meet at the library, Katya is horrified to realize that
there's nothing left of the former Andrei — he's constantly rude, fights and isn't
at all interested in studying. But what made him like that? Will Katya be able
to see in this pain-soaked young man the one she knew before and help him
cope with the trauma? Or is love unable to heal such wounds?

university, first love,
growng-up



Eugenia Bassova:

no simple questions and answers

The Lucky Ones

KompasGuide, 344 p.

The two stories take the reader to the world of teenagers, where there is a place
for fantasies and loneliness, self-doubt, and dreams of happiness.

Kostya from the story “The Lucky Ones” worries about grown-ups’ ques-
tions since childhood: how to get out of poverty, how to make his mother hap-
py? Becoming a student, he manages to fulfill the dreams that he has had since
he was ten years old. Kostya finds his way to a special world, where there’s no
poverty, no war, where diseases have long been defeated, and where people do
science and artwork. But will he and his loved ones be able to stay in this world?
Won't someone make a mistake that could destroy everyone's happiness?

The main character of “Wandering Minstrels” is the artist Lika. For her, the
village where she's sent for the summer becomes another world. But how long
can you keep this feeling of contact with the unknown? Where do you look for
support when you are all grown up?

dreams, childhood, A D" Knigury
fairness, imagination M Award (2022)

Maria Boteva. Tatyana Sergeeva.
Natalya Vishnyakova

important choices

Glass Frogs: Three Stories

about Choice
KompasGuide, 312 p.

“Somewhere in South America glass frogs live. You look at it and see everything
that’s inside. People are glass frogs”.

Even when it seems that you see a person through, he manages to open
up from a new side, especially in situations of difficult choice. And in the world
of sports, it probably occurs more often than in everyday life.

The three stories included in this collection aren't about “faster, higher,
stronger” — they're about human relationships and what a person considers
most important. The characters are teenagers, from eleven to fifteen, playing
football, figure skating and doing gymnastics, but they aren’t showing them-
selves due to sports. And the problems solved by not yet adults are quite serious.

The story by Tatiana Sergeeva, “Floor Exercises”, has already been pub-
lished, while “Football Coach Chistyakov” by Maria Boteva and “To the start are
invited” by Natalia Vishnyakova are novelties, but the authors are already well
known in teenage literature.

sport, ice-scating, gymnastics, soccer,
friendship, growing-up
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Eugeny Rudashevsky'’s biography (born 1987) is as exciting as his sto-
ries. He worked as a guide in the Siberian taiga, studied in the US, trav-
elled through most amazing places. This writer loves experimenting
and is not afraid to switch from one genre to another. He is the lau-
reate of prestigious literary awards in Russia and was included in the
White Ravens list (2017). Nature, ecology and preservation of cultures
and languages of indigenous small-numbered peoples are among his
main concerns.

KompasGuide, 256 p.

The name “Anipa” means white owl, but the protagonist of this book
isn't an animal — she’s a young girl.

Anipa lives with her parents and younger brother in the middle of
the tundra, in Nunavak nomad camp. They're preparing supplies for
the winter, so that later, sitting in the dugout, sing songs and tell tales
of the tribe in the light of oil lamps. But their plans are ruined by the
Devourers. These creatures suck the soul out of a human being, leav-
ing only an empty shell. They dwell behind the Black mountain and

EBTEHNM PYORIMEBCE MM constantly attack Nunavak.
How to survive when the hunters didn’t get enough meat for a win-
|’| Uk“ 1Y ter and dangerous Devourers are prowling around? This isn't the only
% I’A_LE Ai‘d question that Anipa’s asking herself. Because adults in Nunavak are
Uil hiding the secret that can turn her whole life upside down. What are
- Al the roles, that her father, mute husband and missing uncle play in this?
[‘E hym ;-J[] B)' And how can a young girl save her people?

Eugeny Rudashevsky is the author of almost two dozen books
and the winner of many awards. The writer's books are distinguished
not only by fascinating plots and original characters, but also by deep
discussions about growing up, perception of the world and choice.

This book is filled with many legends, not only about Devourers,
but about the Eskimo culture, their history, their connection with na-
ture surrounding them. It is written with great understanding of the
Eskimo people and their values, incomprehensible for the foreigners,
who, however, can at least look at it from outside and admire it.

Kniguru Prize
(2022)

Big Children’s Festival Award

(2023) . . .
TAGS: l;‘sk/mo pe.ople, dlsqppearlng cultures,
ear, starving, mystics
Rights sold to
Turkey

Continued on next page —



Eugeny Rudashevsky
The Idol

KompasGuide, 496 p.

lllustrated by Greta Berlin
KompasGuide, 656 p.

In the new adventure novel of the “Isis Archive” cycle, readers will trav-
el to the most mysterious island in the Philippines. The journey begins
with an old box leading to the treasures of the Augustinian monks, but
ends up in a mysterious triangle where ships disappear without a trace.

The best friend of the owner of the “Isis” antique store, the young
writer Dima, will have to find out why it attracts the attention of armed
strangers, what the Samoyedov family has to do with the shipwreck,
and what's hidden behind the legend of powerful relics. The path to
the treasures will reveal much more valuable secrets that have been
hidden for centuries, and even from the very creation of the world. But
will travelers like it?

Eugeny Rudashevsky immerses the reader in his own world, which
combines realistic characters and descriptions of the surroundings with
incredible events full of magic, which at the same time, forces you to
ask questions about everyday life. In “Idol”, readers will meet already
familiar characters from the previous books “The Mystery of the Lost
Expedition” and “City of the Sun" and find answers to their questions.
But the book is also an independent, fascinating work that can inter-
est any reader, even those who aren’t familiar with past novels.

adventure novel, maturing, lost world,
gold hunting

Book of the Year Prize
ALY (2022)

Continued on next page —
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Eugeny Rudashevsky
The City of the Sun

Tetralogy

- The Eyes of Death

- The God's foot

- The Call of the Blood
- The Heart of the Dark

lllustrated by Greta Berlin, Olga Nekhodova
KompasGuide, 368 p., 352 p., 344 p., 432 p.

Just like the covers of four books make a single image together, their
plots unite in a single storyline filled with mysteries, adventures and
endless discoveries.

19-year-old journalism student Max finds a curious painting in an
old mansion in Moscow. Suspicious people are ready for everything to
get this work by an unknown master. On the ancient canvas, Max no-
tices a hint that might help him find the City of the Sun and probably
his missing father, who had told him about this place. To sort it all out,
Max and his friends start their investigation. In search of the legend-
ary city they will have to make a dangerous journey through Eurasia
and South America. They will first set off to Sri Lanka, then to India
and Peru to end their wanderings in the Amazon rainforest. They will
solve mysteries, decipher ancient codes, escape from wild animals
and malevolent people.

In this tetralogy, the action-packed plot line is intricately entwined
with psychological depth. Both entertaining and informative, it is
a breathtaking reading for 14-year-olds and that will enable them to
learn a lot about the history and geography of the world’s most sur-
prising places.

mystery, detective story, adventure, journey,
ancient civilizations, students’ life, friendship,
first love, parent-child relationship

Continued on next page —
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KompasGuide, 496 p.

Eugeny Rudashevsky'’s biography (born 1987) is as exciting as his sto-
ries. He worked as a guide in the Siberian taiga, studied in the US, trav-
elled through most amazing places. This writer loves experimenting
and is not afraid to switch from one genre to another. He is the lau-
reate of prestigious literary awards in Russia and was included in the
White Ravens list (2017). Nature, ecology and preservation of cultures
and languages of indigenous small-numbered peoples are among his
main concerns.

Printed under one cover, the two stories present dissimilar char-
acters but they both spotlight the fragility of nature and childhood
against the cruelty so often inherent to adults’ world. They are also
about friendship and taking care of animals.

Full of details of life in a fishermen’s village on the Black Sea coast,
rich in folklore and mythological elements, Eugene Rudashevsky's de-
but book “Hello My Brother Bzou” immediately became a teenage
fiction sensation. This is a heartwarming story of an unusual friend-
ship between 17-year-old fisherman Amza and a dolphin Bzou. In this
Abkhazian village people used to live according to the same traditions
as centuries ago, to labour the earth and build the fire in the centre of
the summer kitchen. But 1980 comes and the Soviet Union sends its
troops to Afghanistan. Amza is enrolled as a conscript soldier. His broth-
er promises him to take care of Bzou. Letters announcing the death
of its inha-bitants start to arrive to the village. Fates of the young man
and the dolphin appear to be surprisingly entwined.

Rights sold to
UAE (Arabic worldwide) Film rights:
sold

In “The Path of Kumutkan”, the events take place in Irkutsk, one of the
largest cities of Siberia. Kumutkan is an inexperienced and vulnerable
seal baby. As vulnerable as 13-year-old Maxim, left by his mum, gone to
follow some buddhist courses, and surrounded by weird people whose
motives are not clear to him. Reality and imagination are intertwined
in Maxim’s world, but one day he and his friends Ayuna and Sasha will
see that the game turns into life full of obstacles and difficulties. They
will have to survive in the glaces of Baikal lake and prevent dangerous
experiments on animals, standing against adults.

The story brings to light the life of modern Irkutsk teenagers and
the multinational character of Siberian courtyards. Childhood appears
as a time of adventures and the courtyard — as a battlefield. An Irkutsk
native, the author describes with accuracy the exotics having become
a daily routine for the protagonists.



Olga Gromova:

honestly about the past

For more than forty years, Olga Gromova (born 1956) had worked as a librarian and the editor-in-chief of

“School Library” magazine. One day, her friend Stella Nudolskaya told her the story of her life that deserved
to be written down. Olga Gromova's major role in modern Russian teen fiction is to speak out loud, through
History, of eternal moral issues echoing the questions that concern today’s teenagers. Her vivid and con-
vincing writing style makes the characters live and the readers empathise with them.

N /,

Book of the Year nominee
A (2021)

\ /,

B " Children’s of St-Petersburg
“) (% Region Choice (2021)

true story, History,
World War I,
Occupation,
Ostarbeiters,
Holocaust,
deportation,
captivity, growing
up, freedom, camp

Walchen

lllustrated by Greta Berlin

KompasGuide, 424 p.

June 1941.12-year-old Valya and 16-year-old Natasha make plans for the
future and enjoy spending time with their families and friends. The war
breaks in the quiet course of summer days. The Hitler's army crosses
the borders of the Soviet Union and occupies the city. The days preced-
ing and life during the occupation are full of preventions and terrible
events hard to live through for an adolescent’s mind. Worse than fear
and hunger is the discovery made by both girls that people can be di-
vided on superior and inferior grades and a life can be destroyed or even
taken if, for some reason, one happens to belong to the wrong type.

On a day of 1942, Valya and her elder friend are deported to
Germany and become Ostarbaiters. That was a Nazi designation for
foreign slave workers gathered from occupied Central and Eastern
Europe to perform forced labor. In the train, the girls meet other in-
habitants of their city, all of different ages and nationalities. To stay hu-
man in the conditions fit for beasts turns out to be a difficult task and
freedom, worth risking one’s life.

Observing the pretty and wealthy town they arrived in, the cap-
tives wonder how a civilised country, where people live better than they
used to live at home, could give birth to the most inhuman ideology
ever. But the truth will turn out not as univocal as it could have seemed.
Friends will be found between enemies and persons worse than ene-
mies, between friends. Retired German officer Uwe Hoffman takes the
most feeble workers to his manor as if for housework, actually spar-
ing them a day of hard labour in the camp. When Natasha and others
are sold one day to the factory owner, a farmer unexpectedly choses
Valya. In spite of the danger they risk for infringing the war laws, Klaus
Sholtz, his wife Martha and their three children treat the girl as a fam-
ily member. They give her a new, more German-like, name: Walchen.

When it becomes evident that Germany will lose the war, Walchen
witnesses with pain and horror the bombings of German cities by British
forces. She doesn’t enjoy the triumph over enemies when the same in-
nocent civilians as those buried under the Nazi bombs in her hometown
die. When the war is over, Walchen is torn between her German fam-
ily, with Klaus's eldest son Tilman she loves, and her homeland where
she had left her mother and brother. Even the knowledge that in the
Soviet Union all war prisoners are considered traitors to the mother-
land can’t hold her back from returning.

Valya will meet the Sholtz children again in 1990, when the Berlin
wall will have fallen and the USSR will soon cease to exist. But is it pos-
sible to cross a forty years gap and bring the feelings back?

The novel is written in an incredibly dynamic and vivid manner.
While Valya’'s view of the events is related by the author, Natasha has
a diary to which she confides her thoughts and feelings. Two voices, of

Continued on next page —



Mepeamiin, Nato 1942

&)

a kid and of a young girl, mingle and complete each other. They don't
tell us about crucial events and battles of World War Il but depict the
way war affects life of ordinary civilians, forgotten for decenies by his-
torians. To make tribute to them, Olga Gromova has written not about
glorious pages of war but about life under Occupation and in captivi-
ty. Showing it day by day, almost hour by hour, she achieves absolute
veracity thanks to her ample research which had taken five years. The
writer had studied numerous historical sources among which are dia-
ries of ordinary people who lived in the wartime and especially of the
adolescents, letters of Ostarbaiters and German war prisoners in the
Soviet Union, soviet and foreign newspapers and operational summa-
ries. All these documents as well as the meetings with the witnesses
of those events enabled Olga Gromova to show the war from inside
and to bring to light little-known or willingly forgotten historical facts
and details. To remind that cruelty and violence can not and should
not be justified by anything, she openly writes about crimes and in-
justices committed by all sides of the conflict.

But Walchen is worthy to count among the masterpieces of mod-
ern teen fiction not only because of its historical veracity. It stays true
to human and especially adolescents’ psychology and contains scenes
able to make one cry, not only of sorrow but also of joy. This brilliant-
ly written, powerful book will please today's young readers, aware as
they are of the problems of the modern world and unwilling to cope
with injustice, whichever source it would come from.

The book was acclaimed by different media such as MEL Magazine
and RIA NOVOSTI news agency.
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Alisa Streltsova is the author of contemporary, children’s and teenage
prose. Laureate of the International Krapivin Prize, the “Choice of the
Professional Jury” category, winner of the “Book of the World Travel”
competition from LITRES in the “Time Travel” category.

KompasGuide, 296 p.

Sixth-grader Andrew Goodman would be glad to be called Andy or
Drew, but, at his mother's suggestion, everyone around calls him Screw.

Once, after karate training, Screw takes an antique compass for-
gotten by a stranger, and from that moment his life changes. He helps
an old lady at the store, saves a child from trouble, even gets a real owl
and learns to understand a horse, but most importantly, every time he
does a good deed, one of his wishes miraculously comes true. Screw
concludes that he discovered the law of the compass — | do for you,
and you do for me.

But doing good isn't an easy task, especially in the pursuit of your
own happiness. Chasing his dreams, Screw forgets what he has and
almost loses everything. But will he be able to fix the situation and
find a solution?

“Screw'’s first law" is a cheerful and kind story by Alisa Streltsova,
who, in an adventure style, reveals the magical world of younger teen-
agers, but also reminds all readers, regardless of their age, how impor-
tant it is for your mind and your heart to be in harmony.

. adventures, school, magic,
== TAGS kindness, friendship

I
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KompasGuide 232 p.

Fleeing from bullies, twelwe-year-old Seryozha Shishkin loses con-
sciousness and ends up in Nizhny Novgorod in 1896.

But how to survive in the past? How to earn money? How to pre-
vent an impending robbery? How to understand who can be trusted?
But the main thing is: how to return home?

The author of “Cone’s Root”, Alisa Streltsova, studied the back-
ground of Nizhny Novgorod in detail, and combined a huge amount
of interesting details about the past and an exciting adventure story.
Therefore, the story will appeal to both fans of detective stories and
history lovers.

Krapivin Interna-

ime travel, histor
—= TAGS: time travel, history, tional Prize (2021)

detective, adventures
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Olga Mareicheva is a Russian science fiction writer. In her young adult books, she values simple things: friend-
ship, love, and honesty. And tries to follow Bilbo Baggins' instructions: “Books ought to have good endings”.

KompasGuide, 272 p.

Since childhood, we love scary stories: they help us to overcome our
fears. But what if the horror stories become reality? And a little man

will settle in your attic and force you to live according to the script he

wrote? What if the least favorite teacher can be turned into a guinea

pig with the power of thought, and hanging yellow curtains at home

becomes life-threatening?! First of all, you can prove yourselves, that
girls are capable of heroic deeds no less than boys. And also, make

the unusual friendship with the family of bears after accidentally de-
stroying their house.

This collection consists of eight incredible stories. The characters
of the tales are children living in Vilnius, Lithuania. Sometimes unbe-
lievable things happen to them, but in a city filled with miracles, good
always triumphs over evil.

“horror” stories, fairy tales, mystic, imagination,

own way
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Adeliya Amraeva

respecting others

Adeliya Amraeva is a writer and translator, teacher of German and
Turkish languages. Her story “l Want to Live"” was awarded by V. Krapivin
Prize in 2018 and was included in the “White Ravens” catalog of out-
standing children’s books by the Munich International Youth Library.
The author is convinced that children do not understand and do not
accept adult stereotypes and it is extremely important to teach them
to be not a wolf, but a human being.

Am | a King?
illustrated by Polina Erofeeva
KompasGuide, 88 p.

This is a collection of very short stories from different children. They

are all about one thing: no matter how different we are, we are all just

AOEAHA AMPAEBA people. And what we feel, what we dream about, what we say and

. do is much more important than some conventional division: by skin

—— '? color, nationality, countries. Because of prejudices, it is so difficult to

E understand for adults, but as simple as breathing for children. This is

worth learning from them: they know for sure that you are a person,
I am a person, and there is no difference between us.

This idea is superbly developed and supported by illustrations
created by Polina Erofeeva. She exceptionally sensitively captured the
mood of the characters and with great love conveyed the most varied
shades of the children’s feelings.

childhood, stereotypes, nationalities,
bullying, war, friendship
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Alexandra Khvorost:

inventing new worlds

Alexandra Khvorost, winner of the Korney Chukovsky Children’s Litera-
ture Festival in the “Prose for Young Children” category, semi-finalist of
the Prize named after. V. Krapivina, the author of more than 15 books,
wrote a funny and slightly lyrical story about the adventures of the ki-
kimora (hag) Toffee and the Cat, and Sveta Oleinikova (graduated from
the British Higher School of Design) drew stunning illustrations for it.

Riding a Cat
illustrated by Sveta Oleinikova
KompasGuide, 64 p.

“Mom, it's too boring at home. One word — swamp!” — said the little
kikimora (hag) Toffee one morning. And she decided that she urgent-
ly needed a friend, a pet. Crocodile or swamp gnome? No! Mom only
agreed to have a cat, and Toffee went looking for him... in the swamp?
Not an easy task! What does this cat look like and where to look for
it? And if Toffee does find this strange animal, will he agree to make
friends with her, and even live in the kikimora's house?

pets, cat, friendship,
humour
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Evgenia Chernyshova

childlike view

Evgenia Chernyshova is an art critic, writer, and employee of the State
Museum of History of St. Petersburg. Winner of the Korneychukov Prize
for originality of plot in children's prose. She writes stories that are in-
teresting to read not only for children, but also for parents, so that
they remember the time when the trees were big. For Evgenia, liter-
ary inspiration is sought in art, and energy and ideas for art criticism
are sought in literature.

How to Catch a Silence and

Other Stories about Ulka
KompasGuide, 160 p.

Ulka is a six-year-old girl whose life is full of extraordinary stories. There
are no miracles in them, and yet they are full of magic, because for
a child every day is a real adventure. The world is full of secrets and
mysteries, and Ulka constantly asks questions. What does the puddle
flows into? Who is Panacea? How to catch a silence?

Many events can fit in the twelve months of a little girl's life. A child'’s
unusual look at seemingly ordinary things helps even adult readers
to return to that amazing time when even something as simple as
a bridge over a forest stream can lead to adventure.

Evgenia Chernyshova is an art critic, prose writer, an employee of
the State Museum of the History of St. Petersburg. Her stories are full
of sincerity, truthfulness, that is so close to children and so familiar to
their parents. Her character is growing before the reader’s eyes, and
she has her whole life ahead — so why not be a child for a bit more?

childhood, wide-opened
eyes, humour, short stories




EARLY READERS # o

In the late 1980s, Natalia and Andrei Snegiryov were among the first
to promote comics in Russia. From a newspaper editorial office and
meetings of comics-lovers in a Moscow apartment were born comics
for early readers some of which are still reprinted today.

Painters and illustrators, the Snegiryovs are also happy owners of
many pets whose character and habits serve them as the source of in-
spiration for their stories and drawings. Whatever this couple creates
is full of vitality and love of life.

KompasGuide, 192 p. or 48 p. per volume

Keshka in Russia is like Tintin in Belgium and France and the Moomins
in Finland. It resembles Simon’s Cat and Mickey Mouse, but Russian
cultural features remain clearly distinctive. For generations, readers
have been falling in love with the Russian comics’ most popular talk-
ing cat, who recently celebrated his 30th anniversary.
Comic strips about Keshka first appeared in Soviet newspaper
“Family” in January 1991. Every week children waited for their parents
to bring a new issue, cut out the strips and collected them in folders.
In the 21th century, KompasGuide reissued the complete collection of
stories about Keshka, first in four volumes, then in one hardcover edi-
tion. Especially for the books, the Snegiryovs reworked the text and
smoothed the visual style to make it suitable for modern children. In
all, there are around 90 short and long episodes featuring, alongside
the main character, his owner and other animals: Keshka hunts mice
in his apartment, organises a race on a washing machine, travels to

Engllsh‘ the North and even makes a journey to the Moon...

trar)slatlon Funny, lively, cunning and slightly narcissistic, Keshka has not aged.

available He makes today's children and parents laugh like 30 years ago. The
books are perfect for family reading and a great way to learn to read.
Colourful pictures, brief and easy texts, lots of action and good humour

73 QOO make the comics about Keshka a perfect choice for parents looking

copies sold for a book their child will get immersed in for a long time.

TAGS: comics, cat, animals, pets,

Rights sold to pet-owner relationship, funny stories
Switzerland

(French worldwide), Turkey




ULl
%r?ﬂaﬂEH bKas
gEBD‘f ka @

(=)

Maria Bershadskaya:

never-ending childhood

Graduated scriptwriter, Maria Bershadskaya (born 1970) had written
scripts for a famous Russian children’s TV program as well as for car-
toons and series. She has been writing poems and prose for children
since 1997. Today, along with writing, Maria teaches literature in a pri-
vate school, meets with her readers and leads courses in a book club.

Big Little Girl
lllustrated by Alexandra Ivoilova

KompasGuide, 256 p. and 280 p. (2-volume edition),
32-48 p. (12-volume edition)

Jenny is very tall. For the rest, she resembles all other 7-year-old
girls. She hates when people stare at her or find her somehow spe-
cial. The heroine tells about a year of her life, full of funny moments,
unusual events, serious decisions and important discoveries. First
published in 12 volumes, the stories of Jenny have recently been ed-
ited in two books.

Book 1. How to Tame a City

Jenny’s family moves to a big city. The girl will soon go to school
but has no friends. She decides to tame that city. She helps one of the
boys who were teasing her and they become best friends.

Book 2. A Recipe of a Wonderful Day

Jenny is going to bake a pie for her father's birthday. The cooking
turns out to be not so easy, because, to make a perfect pie, you have
to use some unusual ingredients.

Book 3. Hare’s Walk

Jenny participates in a contest for the best pet costume. To sew
a hare's outfit and thrust in a dachshund is far from easy. To win, Jenny
will need her fast legs and other tricks!

Book 4. Seven and a Half Crocodile Smiles

On the eve of her first school day, Jenny is sent to a dentist and is
left without several teeth. At school, not only her desk but the building
itself are too small for her. But Mike always comes up with something!

Book 5.101 Ways to Get Lost in a Forest

Jenny and Mike set off for mushroom hunting and get lost in the
forest. Mike has a survival book, wool socks and sandwiches, but they
had to find their way home anyway.

Book 6. Pumpking

Halloween is coming. Friends will have to get a giant pumpkin to
school, and Jenny will invent a most unexpected outfit for the cos-
tumes’ competition.

Book 7. Merry Blue Christmas

New Year's Eve is coming, but Mike's grandfather isiill. Jenny and
Mike think it unfair to leave the grandfather with no feast and will find
extraordinary ways to cheer him up.

Book 8. The Chequered Bag Case

An abandoned dog lies, sad and lonely, on a chequered bag and
doesn't allow anyone to approach. Jenny, Mike and others become
detectives to find out whom the bag belongs to and what happened.

Continued on next page —
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Book 9. It's All About Love

Valentine's Day is coming. Even if Jenny finds all this fuss about
greeting cards a silly business, she is afraid not to receive one. She is
concerned about her sister Anny who quarrelled with her sweethart
and learns that they are going to have another brother or sister.

Book 10. Pushkin & Co

Sonya knows everything about Pushkin, the greatest poet of all
times. She decides to play “A Prisoner”, chains herself to the window,
dials a code... but forgets it! To free her, Jenny and Mike will have to de-
cipher the code, which is, of course, related to Pushkin.

Book 11. Polka-dotted Jeans

Jenny and Mike go to the amusement park in the neighbouring
city. The boy wants to offer a gift to his father but doesn’t have enough
money. Jenny knows a secret that brings chance, but unexpected
things always happen in an unknown city.

Book 12. Warning! There’s a Birthday!

Jenny is turning 8! This year May 13th happens to be a Friday.
Should she believe it is a bad sign? Should she be angry with her par-
ents, gone in a hurry to the maternity hospital? But her friends come,
even those who she hadn’t invited, and Friday 13th is going to be an
unforgettable day!

school, friendship, parent-child relationship,
sibling relationship, funny stories, overcoming
difficulties, growing up

157 000

— copies sold

— China, Czech Republic,

_j' Rights sold to

Germany, Vietnam



Julia Kuznetsova:
colours of happy childhood

Irochka

[llustrated by Irina Gavrilova
KompasGuide, 224 p.

Irochka is a witty and curious 5-year-old girl. Everything interests her,
and she is willing to help all living creatures around: to reconcile her
mum and grandma, to punish a wasp that bit her younger brother
Maxim, to build a house for birds so that they don’t freeze. She loves to
have fun and finds everywhere an opportunity to invent a game. She
is also eager to learn the reason for everything happening around her.
And for that, she has her mum, loving and inventive, who always comes
up with unusual and clever explanations and solutions.

The book is divided into three parts — “In the countryside”, “On
the seashore” and “In the city” — representing different backgrounds.
Both simple and unique, the funny stories from everyday life of Irochka
and her family show the importance of being curious, of empathising
with others, of love and forgiveness.

Inspired by her own experience of motherhood, Julia Kuznetsova
wrote a heartwarming book that arouses the attention of little read-
ers to the world around them and gives their parents some unusual
ideas of how to occupy their children. Lovely and vivid illustrations by
Irina Gavrilova marvellously convey the atmosphere of joy inherent to
a happy childhood. They call the reader to accompany Irochka and her
brother in their plays and discoveries.

family, childhood, parent-child relationship,
. motherhood, grandparents, nature, funny

stories, empathy
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Stanislav Olefir:

with care for nature

Walking in the Taiga

lllustrated by Natalya Gabeyeva
KompasGuide, 368 p.

The narrator walks through the taiga and reveals to the reader all that
he knows about this place, its nature and inhabitants. This collection
of short stories is filled with useful tips, sharp observations and wit-
ty jokes — but primarily, it is a profession of love to every living crea-
ture, nature and people who admire its beauty. The readers will find
out how the taiga changes its appearance every season, learn how to
trace steps in the snow, listen to birds chirping in the woods and get to
know “thousands of friends": birds, animals and fishes. They all come
to life on the wonderful illustrations by Natalya Gabeyeva made spe-
cially for the new edition. The world of wolverines, owls and waders
seems as fantastic as any fictional universe. Few grown-ups have ever
seen a chipmunk in the woods, heard grey-headed woodpeckers drum-
ming or enjoyed the smell of juniper while walking along an uneven
path. And for kids the strange, otherworldly taiga is just like Narnia!

taiga, nature, environment,
animals

ﬁ Rights sold to

China

Continued on next page —
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131 short stories divided over 12 months.
Partial translation available (an abridged edition)
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Svetlana Frolova
and Ekaterina Varzhuntovich:

entertaining theory and practice of flmmaking

Cinemakitchen:

History and Recipes
of the Great Cinema

KompasGuide, 328 p.

Who and when invented the cinema? The obvious answer about the
Lumiere brothers and 1895 doesn't work. Svetlana Frolova leads the
history of the cinema from the prehistoric ages. The readers are invited
to follow 13-year-old Alex and his cat Bergamot on their way from rock
paintings to modern blockbusters. They will learn about all the stag-
es of filmmaking and the tasks of the film crew, not only of the direc-
tor and the cameraman, but also of the costume designer, the gaffer,
and even the special effects supervisor. The book also contains, among
others, chapters about cinema in different countries from France to
Japan, film genres, cartoons and TV series, modern filming technol-
ogies and the biggest world movie awards. But Alex is eager not only
to learn the theory — he is dreaming of filming himself! For those who
would also like to start practising, the book contains exercises, practi-
cal advice and professional secrets of the film industry masters.
Cinemakitchen is not an encyclopaedia of cinematography, nor
a movie recipes collection. While containing exhaustive basic knowl-
edge about the cinema of yesterday and today, the book is full of film
tricks, curious facts, funny stories and offers a huge list of the best mov-
ies of all times at the end. The book will especially interest the teen-
agers, but some chapters suit the young readers and even adults can
find something to nurture their curiosity. Cinemakitchen is highly rec-
ommended to movie-lovers of all ages.

cinema, film, movie, television, cartoon, art,
profession, inspiration
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‘ Eugeny Rudashevsky:

best life hacks for young adventurers

Eugeny Rudashevsky'’s biography (born 1987) is as exciting as his sto-
ries. He worked as a guide in the Siberian taiga, studied in the US, trav-
elled through most amazing places. This writer loves experimenting
and is not afraid to switch from one genre to another. He is the lau-
reate of prestigious literary awards in Russia and was included in the
White Ravens list (2017). Nature, ecology and preservation of cultures

and languages of indigenous small-numbered peoples are among his
main concerns.

The Book of
the Traveller-to-be

[llustrated by Anna Kulikova
KompasGuide, 432 p.

What do you really need to put into your backpack? How to find your
way and make yourself comfortable in the forest? How to survive when

ne‘::x: e something goes wrong and there is not a soul around? This survival

-EBFEHHIM PYIALIEBCHKIAM - guide contains tips and life hacks for all young adventurers and trav-
- ellers.

E The book is divided into four parts: “Bonfire”, “Thirst”, “Hunger” and

HH ra tjﬂ,ljl‘.[[ﬂfﬂ “Shelter”. Each of them has three levels of difficulty — green, yellow and

red — according to the difficulties one is likely to face. In the green lev-
“gTEm E(TBEHH” KA el the reader will learn the basic tips like how to prepare firewood, find

water in a forest or set up a tent. The yellow level is about minor diffi-
culties like the things to do if there is only wet firewood around, how
to clean dirty water and open canned food with your bare hands. Red
is the most difficult level, when the health of the hiker is threatened
by cold, thirst or hunger and one may need to make fire with a flash-
light, extract vapours from the ground- waters and hunt for dinner. In
addition, the book contains golden rules and lists of advice of what is
right and what is wrong to do in each particular situation.

An experienced hiker and traveller but also a skillful storyteller,
Eugene Rudashevsky sprinkles his text with funny camping tales and
stories from classic adventure literature. Colourful drawings by Anna
Kulikova visualise the tips and illustrate the situations described by
the author.

survival handbook, nature, forest, mountains,
camping, life hacks, adventures
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Alena Vodopyanova
and Ekaterina Krivich:

from daily routine to knowledge through game

The Secret Life of Vegetables:

Funny Stories, Tasks and Tales
KompasGuide, 208 p.

Why shouldn’t one look in the mirror on the Cabbage Ball? Will de-
tectives Cherry Holmes and Dr. Tomato Watson solve the case of the
disappeared vegetables? Why did Grandpa Potato change his pirate
outfit to a general’'s uniform? Why is Uncle Chip so bad? The book an-
swers these questions — and many others as well.

The characters get into funny and enthralling adventures. Potato
learns its history. Cabbage participates in a competition for the best
dress and finds out that even a simple white cabbage is valuable and
good for health. If something remains unclear, the protagonists ask
the wisest vegetable in the whole world for help. Auntie Pumpkin, liv-
ing on the cupboard’s top shelf, is rumoured to remember the histo-
ry of vegetables from the days of Bean King. And she is always ready
to share her knowledge.

This book for elementary students is, at the same time, an ency-
clopaedia, a collection of puzzles, a picture book and a fiction with
an action-packed plot. Through their tales about kitchen vegetables,
the authors implicitly share the basics of biology. They created char-
acters with familiar personality types: funny and attentive Zucchini,
hardened sea-wolf Eggplant, fearless and lively Pepper. At the end of
each chapter the readers will find puzzles and tests: some of them can
be solved by carefully re-reading the text, while others require extra
knowledge and imagination. While having fun, children will discov-
er lots of interesting and useful things about vegetables that can be
found in any kitchen.

vegetables, kitchen,
healthy food, biology
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Rl ¥ ' : ’ Marina Babanskaya and

Bl . .U 6+ Natalya Karpova

BT oL From East to West:

. W.nazanan 55, rney of Message in a Bottle
"h-.“. ,'1 '& KompasGuide, 152 p.

E e Tags: non-fiction, geography, Russia, ethnicities,
T« BN g indigenous peoples, cultures, traditions

Anna Zenkova

Personal File of Savely Puzikov
lllustrated by Alexei Vainer

KompasGuide, 416 p.

Tags: superhero, courage, free will, wit, creativity,
personal development

Anastasia Strokina
The Whale Swims North

lllustrated by Irina Petelina. KompasGuide, 96 p.

Tags: philosophical tale, journey, North, indigenous
peoples, fantastic animals

» Krapivin International Prize (2014)
» Rights sold to China, Croatia

» Movie rights: cartoon released

» 65 000 copies sold

» English translation available

» Theatre adaptations

Tamara Mikheeva
o9+ Dolphins’ Children

lllustrated by Olga Brezinskaya
KompasGuide, 168 p.

Tags: adventures, lost worlds, indigenous people
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Tamara Mikheeva
Do Not Betray Me
KompasGuide, 136 p.

Tags: friendship, betrayal, relations with classmates,
first love, romance

t e mpepatay
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Svetlana Lavrova
Seven Days before Sakura
KompasGuide, 184 p.

Tags: time travel, Japanese culture, friendship, humour

Natalia Vishnyakova
Don't Cry
KompasGuide, 240 p.

Tags: Tags: handicap, inclusion, maturing, sibling
relations, first love, friendship, choice

Seraphima Orlova
Tinhead
KompasGuide, 280 p.

Tags: maturing, searching for yourself, overcoming
difficulties, friendship, robotics, sick-lit

» Krapivin International Prize (2018)
» Rights sold to Georgia
» Film rights: movie released (2023)
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Anna Zenkova
The Scorpion Kick
KompasGuide, 392 p.

Tags: loss of a parent, handicap, loss of a member,
post-traumatic memories, wolf, family relation-ships,
friendship

» Krapivin International Prize (2021)

Anna Zenkova
Best Greetings from Fyokla
KompasGuide, 360 p.

Tags: adventure, death of a friend, foster care,
friendship, orphanhood

» Krapivin International Prize (2019)

Anna Zenkova

12+ Gregory — No Patronymic
Name — Babochkin
KompasGuide, 336 p.

Tags: school, relations in a class, friendship, parent-
child relationship, first love, talent, school shooting

Daria Polukarova
Call Me Jean Miller
KompasGuide, 326 p.

Tags: inspiring story, dream, first love,
coming of age, graduation, betrayal, isolation
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11+

BACK LIST &

Nikolay Ponomarev
The Bifurcation Point
KompasGuide, 344 p.

Tags: coming of age, first love, friendship, school,
deafness, searching for yourself, dancing, partner
dance

» Krapivin International Prize shortlist (2019)
» White Ravens (2020)
» Rights sold to Turkey

Dmitry Ishchenko
Searching for the God of Boyhood

[llustrated by Masha Sudovykh
KompasGuide, 160 p.

Tags: boyhood, growing up, maturing, parent-child
relationship, summer holidays, freedom, nature, North,
Arctic

» Krapivin International Prize (2019)
» Russian Arctic Prize shortlist (2021)
» 22 000 copies sold

Svetlana and Nikolay Ponomarev
The City without War
KompasGuide, 328 p.

Tags: city, dystopia, future, survival, war, searching for
yourself, growing up, maturing

» Rights sold to Bulgaria, Czech Republic, India
(Malayalam), UAE (Arabic worldwide)

Eduard Verkin
Cloud Regiment
KompasGuide, 296 p.

Tags: soviet mythology, partisan warfare,
postmodernism, maturing

» Kniguru Prize (2011-2012)

» Rights sold to UAE (Arabic worldwide)
» 35000 copies sold

» Theater adaptation



BACK LIST &

Maria Boteva, Eugenia Bassova
Here live |
KompasGuide, 296 p.

Tags: living in provence, dreams, school life

Maria Martirosova
The Pictures to Remember
KompasGuide, 160 p.

Tags: ethnic conflict, tolerance, school life, cosmopolite,
emigration, coming of age, Armenia, Azerbaijan

» Tolstoy Prize “Yasnaya Polyana” shortlist (2013) (“The
Pictures to Remember”)
» White Ravens (2013)

Irina Kravtsova and
Albina Shaykhutdinova

Street People

lllustrated by Albina Shaykhutdinova
KompasGuide, 104 p.

Tags: homeless people, volunteering, humanity,
help, graphic reportage

» Shortlisted for the Moscow International Comics
Festival “KoMMiissia” (2021)
» Presented to Bologna Ragazzi Award (2022)



| GRANT PROGRAM

9 ee The Institute for Literary Translation
TAT T

Applications have to be submitted online.
HHCTHTFT NEFERDHA

There are two grant-awarding sessions per year.

https://eng.institutperevoda.ru/

| OUR CONTACT INFORMATION

Vitali ZIUSKO
kompasgid.rights@gmail.com

www.kompasgid.ru

KompasGuide Publishing House
Postal address:

PO BOX 89, 101000 Moscow, Russia

For delivery:

Kransokholmskaya embankment 11, building 1,
15172 Moscow, Russia



Since 2008, KompasGuide has specialised in fiction and non-fiction children’s, middle-
grade and Young Adult books. We actively sell rights abroad and translate foreign titles
for young readers in Russia. Our books have won numerous awards and are almost ev-
ery year included in the White Ravens list of the best children’s books by the Munich
International Youth Library. Theatrical adaptations and movies based on our stories also
conquer national and international audiences.
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