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Dear Colleagues,

As one of the founders of Pink 
Giraffe Publishing, I would like to 
take a minute to introduce us and 
briefl y tell you our story. In 2007, 
my partner and I set out to expand 
the Russian market for children's 
literature by adding previously 
unpublished classics to a market 
already steeped in a rich culture 
of great children's books and illus-
trations.

In the last 15 years, we have 
done just that! We introduced 
Russian preschoolers to the books 
of Eric Carle, Arnold Lobel, Mau-
rice Sendak, and Margaret Wise 
Brown. At the same time, middle 
schoolers discovered L. Konigs-
burg, Louis Sachar, R.J. Palacio, 
to name just a few.

But we did not stop there! We 
searched and found editors, au-
thors, and illustrators who worked 
with us on making every book pub-
lished by Pink Giraffe Publishing 
exceptional. They all share our be-
lief that contemporary kids are no 
different from the kids of previous 
generations. When offered books 
that entertain, lead to thoughtful 
discussions, and encourage quiet 
contemplation, children will read, 
discuss, and think.

Our team works with these vi-
sionary authors and illustrators to 
create original books and content 
of outstanding quality for children 
and young adults. We hope you 
enjoy looking through our non-fi c-
tion foreign rights guide, and we 
look forward to hearing from you!

Happy reading!

Julia Zagachin
Founder

Pink Giraffe Publishing
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In 2008, Pink Giraffe Publishing 
launched the fi rst children's podcast 
in Russia, “The Pocket Scientist.” 
Ilya Kolmanovsky, a biology teach-
er turned podcast host, answered 
children’s questions on all things 
science. The podcast quickly gained 
popularity and ran for six seasons 
with a total of ninety-fi ve episodes. 

Building on the success of the 
podcast, we teamed up with one 
of the oldest science museums in 
the world, the Polytechnic Museum 
in Moscow, to launch the highly ac-
claimed, best-selling series of science 
books for elementary school-aged 
children: The Pocket Scientist Libra-
ry. Each of the books in the series 

The independent 
news and culture 

platform “Medusa” calls 
The Pocket Scientist 

Library “the best non-
fi ction book series for 

children in Russia.” 

The Pocket Scientist 
Library Book Series

explains complicated scientifi c ideas 
with witty, easy-to-understand text, 
accompanied by helpful and amusing 
illustrations. Young readers are treat-
ed as fellow scientifi c explorers and 
critical thinkers.

Currently, the series has six books, 
with four more in the works. We 
expect them to be published in the 
next two years!

Highlights
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Did you know that 
the smallest bird in the 
world is a hummingbird 

native to Cuba? 
It weighs about 2.6 g. 
On the other hand, 

the world's largest bird 
is an ostrich, weighing 

over 100 kg, and it 
can't even fl y!

is a biologist by training and a journalist, 
teacher, and popularizer of science 
by trade. He hosted and produced Pink 
Giraffe's “Pocket Scientist” podcast. 
Currently, he hosts a top-rated Russian 
science podcast, “The Naked Mole-
Rat”, and is a frequent lecturer and 
commentator.

The Author
Ilya Kolmanovsky

How do birds take off? Why do 
pigeons swallow pebbles? What holds 
bird feathers together and smooth? 
Why is a small head benefi cial to 
a bird? How can birds fl y without 
fl apping their wings? In this fi rst book 
of The Pocket Scientist Library series, 
Ilya Kolmanovsky writes about the 
wonder of birds in fl ight and nature's 
genius engineering.

The book closes with an easy hands-
on experiment that allows readers to 
understand the different mechanisms 
involved in the fl ight of a condor and 
a duck.
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Ages 4+ (preschool and elementary school)
ISBN: 978–5–4370–0288–9
Format: 180×230 mm
32 pages, Illustrated
2020

is a children's book illustrator. She 
graduated from the Higher Academic 
School of Graphic Design. She worked 
with many different publishers and was 
the illustrator of the guidebook for the 
State Historical Museum of Russia. In 2019, 
she was awarded the prestigious “Image 
of a Book” prize by the Federal Agency for 
Press and Mass Communications.

The Illustrator
Alina Ruban

Written by Ilya Kolmanovsky, Illustrated by Alina Ruban

Why Don't Birds Fall 
from the Sky?

picture 
books The Pocket Scientist Library informative

and fun
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 Birds' ‘teeth’ are 
located in their 
stomachs! Birds 
swallow tiny stones 
and store them in 
their gizzard. The 
stones grind down 
hard food and help 
the birds' digestion.
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is a graduate of the Moscow State 
University of Printing Arts. She is the 
illustrator of three other books published 
by Pink Giraffe Publishing.

The Illustrator
Inga Hristich 

Why do humans love candy? 
What's the function of saliva? How 
does digestion work? How does our 
tongue connect to our stomach and 
our stomach with our brains? And 
fi nally, how does a pear make its way 
to the brain? In the second book of 
this popular series, Ilya Kolmanovsky 
answers these questions and many 
more by explaining to young scientists 
the role food plays in our lives and 
what happens inside our bodies when 
we eat. 

At the end of the book, there is an 
easy and fun do-it-yourself cooking 
experiment that helps explore the 
difference between actual taste and 
the illusion of taste.

Written by Ilya Kolmanovsky, Illustrated by Inga Hristich

How Does a Pear 
Reach Your Brain?
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Ages 4+ (preschool and elementary school)
ISBN: 978–5–4370–0126–4
Format: 180×230 mm
32 pages, Illustrated
2016

picture 
books 

Did you know that the 
length of all the blood 
vessels in the human 

body is over 1,000,000 
km long? That's long 
enough to go around 

the world – more than 
two times!

The Pocket Scientist Library informative
and fun



1312

 Why do adults eat
food that their brain 
considers inedible? 
Could this be their way 
of doing something 
dangerous? Maybe 
it is the same as you 
playing with scary 
monsters? 
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writes the popular pediatric blog 
“Fediatria” and is the author of the 2018 
book on childhood illness Fediatria. 
A Non-anxious Approach to a Child. 
He is a private practice pediatrician 
in Moscow. 

The Author
Fedor Katasonov

Fedor Katasonov, a Moscow-based 
pediatrician, explains the workings 
of the human body and the nature of 
human illness. What is a fever? Why do 
some diseases make us feel miserable 
while we barely notice others? How 
do we get better? Why are humans 
warm-blooded? What does our blood 
temperature tell us about evolution, 
medicine, and the animal world? 
Informative and educational, this book 
helps children understand the nature 
of illness and the workings of their 
bodies, and helps them overcome 
their fear of doctors.
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Ages 4+ (preschool and elementary school)
ISBN 978–5–4370–0303–9
Format: 185×235 mm
48 pages, Illustrated
2020

is a graphic artist and illustrator, 
and a graduate of the Moscow State 
University of Print. She is a co-founder 
of the Moscow-based visual design 
studio Shuka. She has taught illiustration 
and photography for more than ten 
years at the British Higher School 
of Art & Design.

The Illustrator
Anna Zhurko

Written by Fedor Katasonov, Illustrated by Anna Zhurko

Where Is Your 
Fever Running?

Did you know that 
the average human 

body temperature has 
fallen over the past 

150 years?

picture 
books 

The experiment at the end of the 
book allows the reader to understand 
the concept of thermoregulation. 

human 
bodyThe Pocket Scientist Library
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 Body temperature 
is different in each 
part of your body. 
For example, the 
temperature of your 
toes can be 25°C, 
while at the same 
time, your kidney 
temperature is 38°C.



is a science journalist and editor. He has 
a PhD in biology, and is deputy editor 
and a regular contributor to the magazine 
Popular Mechanics.

19

Ages 4+ (preschool and elementary school)
ISBN 978–5–4370–0291–9
Format: 185×235 mm
32 pages, Illustrated
2020

graduated from the Moscow State 
University of Printing Arts. She has 
illustrated more than ten books for 
Russian publishers. She recently 
illustrated Aurora Lipper’s Astronomy 
Activity Book for Kids published in the 
U.S. by Penguin. She lives in Moscow. 

The Illustrator
Victoria Stebleva

What is a rainbow? Why does 
refl ected white light turn into different 
colors? Seven colors, following the 
same order, always make a rainbow – 
why is that? Readers will learn how 
a little piece of glass helped scientists 
examine the universe and how 
a rainbow allows us to sneak a peek 
into neighboring galaxies. 

Finally, the experiment at the 
end of the book teaches the reader 
how to make their own rainbow.

Written by Roman Fishman, Illustrated by Victoria Stebleva 
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The Author
Roman Fishman

Can You Reach 
a Rainbow?

picture 
books 

Did you know 
that according 

to Irish folklore, 
leprechauns hide 
pots of gold at the 
end of rainbows?

science 
for 

preschoolers
The Pocket Scientist Library
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 Isaac Newton divided 
the rainbow into seven 
colors because he 
believed that nature's 
laws follow simple 
mathematical rules. 
There are seven days 
in a week, the musical 
scale has seven notes, 
and astronomers have 
always known about 
the seven planets.



to track information and make data 
work for you. 

At the end of the book, the author 
explains a bar chart and shows how to 
create one.
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Ages 4+ (preschool and elementary school)
ISBN 978–5–4370–0343–5
Format: 185×235 mm
32 pages, Illustrated
2022

is an illustrator and graphic designer 
from Moscow. She works for several 
publishing houses, and teaches art and 
illustration at the Moscow Polytechnic 
University. She was awarded the “Best 
Illustration for a Non-fi ction Book” prize 
in 2016 and 2017.

The Illustrator
Alina Aleynikova

Information is all around us; words, 
smells, and pictures tell us stories, but 
we need data to make sense of it all. 
No signifi cant scientifi c discovery can 
be made without data. Your streaming 
service uses data to suggest your 
next movie. An astronomer needs 
data to discover new planets. During 
a pandemic, government offi cials need 
data to make critical decisions on 
how to fi ght the spread of the virus.  

How to Make a Pie from Numbers
is a rare book that explains data: 
how to collect it, work with it, and 
decipher it. It shows the reader how 

Did you know that we 
can display data in the 

form of pies, clouds, 
beams, and even 

waterfalls?

Written by Natalia Krupenina, Illustrated by Alina Aleynikova
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started working with data at Yandex, 
Russia’s alternative to Google. She has 
worked with data her entire professional 
career. She now lives in Riga, Latvia.

The Author
Natalia Krupenina

How to Make a Pie 
from Numbers 

picture 
books 

data 
analytics

The Pocket Scientist Library
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 Imagine a con-
versation between 
neighbors: 
‘It's getting kind of 
cold,’ says one.
‘Yes, winter is 
coming,’ replies 
the other.
This is information, 
but it's not data. 
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Ages 7+ (elementary school)
ISBN 978–5–4370–0318–3
Format: 210×227 mm
64 pages, Illustrated
2021

is a children's book illustrator from 
Moscow. Her illustrations have been 
published by Pink Giraffe Publishing and 
many other Moscow-based publishers. 
Her work for A Thousand Faces of 
Energy received the “Best Graphic 
Award” by the Russian Association 
of Graphic Designers.

The Illustrator
Alina Ruban

Energy is hard to defi ne, as it's 
neither matter, liquid, nor gas, yet, 
we need it for everything we do. 
We need it to drive a car or to 
work, regardless of whether our job 
makes us sit behind a desk or dig 
ditches. We also need energy to 
rest, whether we are watching TV or 
going for a run. So, where does all 
this energy come from, how does it 
get transported? How does it enter 
our homes? Can we live without 
wires? How can we harness the 
energy of lightning? 

Written by Roman Fishman, Illustrated by Alina Ruban
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is a science journalist and editor. He 
has a PhD in biology, and is deputy 
editor and a regular contributor to 
the magazine Popular Mechanics.

The Author
Roman Fishman

A Thousand 
Faces of Energy

Did you know 
that energy can 

be electrical, 
chemical, thermal, 
solar, gravitational, 
and, in fairy tales, 

even magical?

Scientifi c Ideas around Us picture 
books 

concepts 
in physics
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 People and 
smartphones have 
something in common: 
we run out of energy 
and need to rest and 
recharge. 
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Ages 8–12 (elementary and middle school)
ISBN 978–5–4370–0234–6
Format: 100×70 mm
192 pages, illustrated
2017

graduated from the Moscow 
State University of Printing Arts. 
She works as an illustrator, an artist, 
and an engraver. Her work can be found 
in private collections in Europe and 
the U.S. She lives in Moscow, Russia 
and Yorkshire, UK.

The Illustrator
Nina Kuzmina

The book is a collaboration 
between the Polytechnic Museum 
of Moscow, founded in 1872 and one 
of the oldest science museums in the 
world, and Pink Giraffe Publishing. 
Museum staff collected an archive of 
questions, most commonly asked by 
children of all ages. These questions 
became the basis for this unusual 
book.

A Scientifi c Encyclopedia for All Ages
Compiled by Tata Zarubina, Illustrated by Nina Kuzmina
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Scientists Answer a Hundred (and Eight) 
Questions about Everything

Why is the Earth round? What 
is thunder? Where does Santa 
live? Why can't time stop? Why 
do grown-ups love kids? Why is 
television called a “TV” and not 
a “box of moving pictures”?  

This book is a chorus combining 
the voices of adults, the present 
of Russian science, and the voices 
of children, who are the future. 

Ask a Scientist

From Dinosaurs 
to Compote

children’s 
questions

science 
explained by 

scientists
8+
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Ages 9–14 (middle school)
ISBN 978–5–4370–0279–7
Format: 170×245 mm
140 pages, 58 illustrations
2019

The Author
Maria Boyko

How do we best explain the 
fundamental rules of economics to 
kids? By answering the questions that 
kids themselves ask ask, of course!

Why is the price of strawberries 
higher in winter? Why are seaside 
vacations more expensive in summer? 

32

Why is a Big Mac more expensive 
in New York than in Moscow? Why 
does the fi rst ice cream cone always 
taste better than the third one? Why 
can't we stop prices from rising? Is 
there such a thing as an unfair price?

An Introduction to Economic Theory 
with Examples from Everyday Life
Written by Maria Boyko, Illustrated by Nina Kuzmina

graduated from the Moscow State 
University of Printing Arts. This book 
is her fourth collaboration with Pink 
Giraffe Publishing.

The Illustrator
Nina Kuzmina

Ask a Scientist

graduated from the London School of 
Economics and worked as a fi nancial 
analyst. She taught economics at a high 
school and university level. She is the 
author of The Basics of Economics, widely 
considered the best economics textbook 
for high school and college students. 

And Another 47 Questions 
about Economics

Why Is Water Cheaper 
than Diamonds?

children’s 
questions

science 
explained by 

scientists



Evgeniya Ekadomova
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