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ABOUT THE
EMIRATES
PUBLISHERS
ASSOCIATION:

The Emirates Publishers Association (EPA) is a non-profit
organisation dedicated to developing the publishing industry in
the United Arab Emirates, representing and supporting Emirati
publishers domestically and internationally. The association was
founded in2009to create a platform for publishers and industry
professionals to foster continuous communication with the
primary objective of facilitating the growth and prosperity of the
publishing businessin the UAE.

The association strives to increase the presence of Emirati
publishersinthe global publishing market by actively
participating in cultural events and book fairs around the
world, opening new opportunities and horizons for enriching
the publishing and translation landscape in the UAE. It
alsoendeavorsto achieve arange of goals that reflect its
vision, supporting the creative economy within the UAE,
enhancing the local culturallandscape through a diverse
range of knowledge products, and actively promoting Emirati
literature worldwide.

% +9716 5069000 | info@epa.org.ae | @ www.epa.org.ae
y @epa_publishers | @epa.uae | Emirates Publishers Association



WHY BECOME
A MEMBER?

BETTER BUSINESS AND
NEW ACCESS TO MARKETS

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

1
Y4

PROMOTE YOURTITLES

MEMBERS' GUIDE

MEMBERS-ONLY
DIRECTORY ACCESS

CONNECTTOTHE
PUBLISHING INDUSTRY

N

HAVE YOUR VOICE HEARD



HOW TO BECOME
A MEMBER

FILLUP THE MEMBERSHIP FORM AND SUBMIT THE REQUIRED
DOCUMENTS ON OUR WEBSITE:

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS:

- Tradelicense certificate

-Copy of the ID for the owner
of the publishing house or the
Emirati partner

- Logo of the publishing house

Membership Fees: 300 dirhams, renewable annually.

EPA



M E M BE Rs H I P MEMBERS' GUIDE
TYPES

HONORARY MEMBERSHIP:

Honorary members are individuals of high standing and
reputation whom the Board of Directors deems deserving of
this status due to their substantial contributions to the state, the
association, or their distinguished record of public service and
volunteer work.

FULL MEMBERSHIP:

Anindividualis considered a fullmember if the following criteria
aremet:

1- The Emiratipartner's share in the company's capital is not less
than 51%, in case of a foreign partner.

2- The publishing house must hold a valid professional license and
be licensed according to the prevailing laws.

3- The publishing house must possess a valid media license from
the UAE Media Council.

4- They have theright to run for candidacy and to vote ingeneral
assembly meetings.

AFFILIATED MEMBERSHIP:

Amember is considered an affiliate member if one of the following
criteriaismet:

1- Individuals who meet the criteria for fullmembership, except for
the Emirati partner's share requirement.

2- They have the right to attend general assembly meetings but are
not eligible to run for candidacy or to vote.



EPA
PROJECTS

1. PUBLISHERS ONE-STOP-SHOP

EPA one stop shop in Sharjah Publishing City enables its members
the opportunity to complete several processes to becoming
amember, in collaboration with the UAE Media Council, EPA
successfully register and renews the members of Emirati
publishers, grant permissions, trading licenses, printing licenses,
and other services.

2. MENASSAH DISTRIBUTION COMPANY

In November 2022, the Emirates Publishers Association launched
‘Menassah Distribution’ a support and marketing platform for its
members. Thisinitiative aims to make publications from the EPA
members accessible toreaders at both local and international
book fairsand online.

The key objective of Menassahis to promote Emiratiand Arab
publishers and authors globally, assisting Emirati books in
reaching international markets. Menassah offers an assortment
of books on anintuitive platformto enrich reading culture by
providing diversity and simplifying the book selection process for
awiderange of readers.

EPA



3. BOOK METADATA STUDY

EPA and Nielsen BookData, the world's leading provider of
bibliographic data and retail sales monitoring for print books, have
partnered to develop a study that seeks to digitize title listings and
boost the growth of the UAE's publishing industry. This study aims
toopens new avenues for the EPA and its members to expand
their businesses, forge strategic partnerships, and delve into new
possibilities for selling, purchasing, and translating copyrights.

Developing a metadata study specifically for UAE can bring
severaladvantagesto the local book industry, enhancing
discoverability, reach, and sales of books in the country. A
well-executed metadata study can provide valuable insights to
publishers, enabling them to optimize book contentand marketing
strategies for the local market. This willlead to increased
discoverability, broader reach, and improved sales of Emirati
books bothinthe UAE and internationally.

Additionally, the development of metadata for Emiratibooks offers
another added value: book metadata serves as a powerful tool
thataids publishersin selling movie rights for book adaptations.
Itenhances discoverability, facilitates rights management, and
supportstargeted marketing efforts, making it easier for filmmakers
tofind compelling stories and negotiate adaptations.

MEMBERS' GUIDE
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His Highness
Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Muhammad Al Qasimi
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Getintouch with the Emirati Publishers
through scanning the following barcode
and view their top publications for
future collaboration
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